
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 



m^isSS!^^ 



rmi^m^y^iS^^ Z 






m 



•^^ •<*,.' • 



rmmmj 



'V¥'f 



The Bank America 

Bank of America (New York, N.Y.) 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^''I'^ii^^'^ff^'^'^^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



«*■ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE BANK OF AMERICA. 



^ 



NEW-YORK: 

THE DE VINNE PRESS. 

1887. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



P M t. ^ .. .. r- HAflVARB COLLEGE UBRAflY 



QiPr OF 

MARY E. HAVEN 
JULY 2, 1914. 






Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CONTENTS. 

Pagb 

I. The Premises occupied by the Bank • g 

II. The Bank of America 27 

III. An Abstract of the Title of the President of 
THE Bank of America to the premises occu- 
pied BY SAID Bank 58 



APPENDIX — The Memorial of March, 1811 



107 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE BANK OF AMERICA 



THE PREMISES OCCUPIED BY THE BANK 

MANHATTAN Island was discovered in the year 
1609. The Dutch West India Company ob- 
tained its charter in 1623, and on May 6, 1626, 
purchased the island from the Indians for a collection 
of beads, buttons, and other trifling articles worth 
about twenty-four dollars. The premises now occu- 
pied by the Bank of America are part of a farm 
granted to one Jan Jansen Damen by Kieft, the third 
Dutch governor, in 1644. This farm extended along 
the present northerly line of Wall street from the 
North to the East River. Damen, who was a trader, 
and one of the most active and prominent of the first 
settlers, built on the land so acquired a substantial 
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residence. He left no children, and his widow suc- 
ceeded to his property. Upon her death the farm 
descended to her four children, John Vinje, Maria, 
wife of Abraham Verplank, Rachel, wife of Corne- 
lis Van Tienhoven, and Christina, wife of Dirck Vol- 
kertson. In 1659 these children divided the farm 
between them. 

The city of New Amsterdam received its charter 
in February 2, 1653. At that time its population 
was less than one thousand. War had been declared 
between the Dutch and English, the previous year, 
and the city feared invasion. During the month of 
April next following the date of incorporation, a wall 
was built, for purposes of defence, which extended 
along the outskirts of the settlement from the East to 
the North River. This wall followed the present 
northerly line of Wall street from the East River to 
Broadway, extended a short distance to the westward 
beyond Broadway, and then turned south, not striking 
the North River shore until the Battery was reached, 
and leaving a considerable space of unoccupied land 
between it and the river. Wall street derives its 
name from this structure. To defray the expense of 
its construction, two thousand dollars were subscribed 
by forty of the principal citizens. Posts twelve feet 
high and seven inches in diameter were set in the 
ground and covered on the outside with boards. A 
ditch two feet wide and three feet deep was then dug 
on the inside and the dirt thrown up against the 
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posts, forming a platform from which the besieged 
could overlook the country. In this way the "wall," 
which would have been called more properly a stock- 
ade, was erected* 

At Broadway was a heavy wooden gate, called the 
Land Gate, and at Pearl street next the river was 
another, called the Water Gate. For forty or fifty 
years after the erection of the wall. Wall street was 
an unimportant thoroughfare. The wall, of course, 
prevented the erection of any buildings on the north- 
erly side. We are informed that in 1664 there were 
several small dwellings on the southerly side, and 
that in 1674 the street contained fifteen buildings, 
generally of an inferior description. 

In 1683, nine years after New- York was finally 
ceded to Great Britain, Thomas Dongan was ap- 
pointed governor. During his term of office he 
seems to have taken advantage of his position to 
speculate in real estate. In 1685 several convey- 
ances of land along the north side of Wall street 
were made by the heirs of the widow of Jan Jansen 
Damen to John Knight, one of the governor's suite, 
who thus acquired a frontage on Wall street of over 
one thousand feet As steps were taken to demolish 
the old fortifications and make the property market- 
able immediately after these purchases, it is presumed 
that the chief officers of the government had some 
interest in them. This inference is supported by the 
fact that the tide to the property or a portion of it 
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was afterward vested in Dongan himself, and that 
Nicholas Bayard, one of Dongan's grantees, was a 
member of his council. In the same year Wall street 
was laid out thirty-six feet wide, and in 1688 Gover- 
nor Dongan, by an order, which recited that he had 
determined to enlarge the city, and if occasion should 
require, build other fortifications further out, ap- 
pointed commissioners to examine the old wall and 
report as to its condition. These commissioners re- 
ported that the wall was in ruins. On the present 
site of the Bank at the north-west corner of Wall and 
William streets was an ''artillery mount." This 
''artillery mount," the commissioners said, had no 
guns, its walls were in an indifferent condition, the 
sodwork was out of repair, the ditch and stockade 
were in ruins, and a small old house in the middle of 
the mount was in a state pf dilapidation. At this 
point the usurpation of Jacob Leisler put a stop to 
the proceedings, and the wall was not finally demol- 
ished until 1699. 

At some time prior to the last-mentioned date, 
Abraham De Peyster and Nicholas Bayard pur- 
chased of Governor Dongan a large plot of land, 
which included the premises now occupied by the 
Bank and extended along the northerly side of Wall 
street, from William street nearly to Broadway. This 
piece of ground was called the great garden of Col- 
onel De Peyster. Bayard and De Peyster were both 
men of note. Peter Stuy vesant, a few years before 
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he came to New Amsterdam, married Judith Bayard, 
the daughter of a celebrated Paris clergyman who 
had fled to Holland to escape religious persecution, 
and shortly after his own marriage his sister Anna 
married Samuel Bayard, Judith's elder brother. Sam- 
uel died in Holland, and his widow and infant chil- 
dren accompanied Stuyvesant to America. Nicholas 
Bayard was one of these children. In 1664, when 
still a youth, he was made clerk of the Common 
Council. History records the fact that at this stage 
of his career, although a good penman and intelligent 
and courteous, he was excessively frivolous in his 
tastes, and addicted, when off duty, to dancing, horse- 
racing, and other diversions. In 1668 he was 
appointed surveyor, in 1684 alderman for the South 
Ward, and in 1685 mayor and one of Governor Don- 
gan's Council. He was one of the two men who 
drafted the famous Dongan Charter, granted in 1686. 
In 1689 we find him commander-in-chief of the New- 
York militia. Mrs. Lamb says that he was " fond 
of display, imperious, bright, genial, quick-tem- 
pered, vindictive," and that he was liked by his equals 
but feared and disliked by his inferiors. She also 
speaks of him as a man of ample fortune and high 
connections, a scholar, and an able expositor of the 
English law. 

Abraham De Peyster was a prosperous merchant, 
and the son of Johannes De Peyster, the ancestor 
of the De Peyster family. Johannes came to New- 
2 
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York, in 1650, and was a member of a Huguenot 
family driven from France by religious persecutions 
in 1572. 

In 1688 James the Second was driven from Eng- 
land, and William of Orange placed upon the throne. 
France immediately espoused the cause of King 
James, and declared war against England. As nearly 
all the inhabitants of New- York were Protestants, 
and the greater part of them Dutch, they were natu- 
rally strong supporters of King William. They 
dreaded invasions, however, by expeditions from the 
French colonies, and feared disloyalty in the city. 
At this time one of the leading citizens was Jacob 
Leisler, a native of Germany, who had come to Amer- 
ica in 1660 as a soldier in the employ of the Dutch 
West India Company. Shortly after his arrival he left 
the army, engaged in the Indian trade, and acquired a 
considerable fortune. This Leisler accused Lieuten- 
ant-Governor Nicholson, who was then in command 
of the colony, of favoring Catholicism and the cause 
of King James, and in May, 1689, seized the fort 
and the public funds for ''the preservation of the 
Protestant religion." In doing this he had the sup- 
port of a large number of the inhabitants, chiefly be- 
longing to the lower order, who believed the charges 
made by him. Nevertheless, his accusations were 
not true, for the members of the Nicholson party 
were really more loyal to King William than he was 
himself. They found themselves incapable of oppos- 
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ing him, however, and Nicholson finally sailed for 
England, while the mayor and other officials retired 
to Albany. Shortly afterward Leisler was declared 
governor by a "Committee of Safety," composed of 
his supporters. In December, 1689, a dispatch fi-om 
William and Mary arrived, directed to " Francis Nich- 
olson, Esq., or in his absence, to such as for the time 
being takes care for preserving peace and adminis- 
tering the laws of New- York." Leisler construed this 
as an appointment of himself as the King's lieuten- 
ant-governor. Accordingly, he dissolved the Com- 
mittee of Safety, and assumed the style and despotic 
authority of a royal lieutenant-governor. In 1691 
Governor Sloughter arrived, and Leisler was imme- 
diately imprisoned, convicted of treason, and executed. 
For several years afterward the supporters and oppo- 
nents of Leisler formed two bitterly hostile parties. 
In 1695 Leisler's son succeeded in securing from 
Parliament a reversal of the " attainder,'' or forfeiture 
of property, which was one of the consequences of his 
father's conviction. One of the most influential sup- 
porters of his efforts was the Earl of Bellomont, who 
was appointed governor of the colony, in 1698, and 
prevailed upon the assembly to vote an indemnity to 
Leisler's heirs. 

Nicholas Bayard and Abraham De Peyster were 
both actively concerned in the Leisler troubles. At 
their commencement the militia of the colony con- 
sisted of six companies, each company commanded by 
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a captain, and the entire force by a colonel. Bayard 
was the colonel and De Peyster one of the captains. 
Another of the captains was Jacob Leisler. Shortly 
after the arrival of the news of the deposition of King 
James, De Peyster and Leisler were appointed a com- 
mittee to survey the city and determine what points 
were most in need of protection in case of a French 
invasion. De Peyster supported Leisler and Bayard 
Nicholson, but, for some time at least, they continued 
personal friends. The Leisler party at first requested 
Bayard to take command in opposition to Lieutenant- 
Governor Nicholson, and upon his refusal he was as- 
saulted by a mob and compelled to leave the city to 
escape assassination. Shortly afterward he wrote from 
Albany to Captains De Peyster and De Brun advis- 
ing them to abandon Leisler. This letter was shown 
to Leisler, who was much enraged at it, and hear- 
ing that Bayard had returned secretly to the city, 
searched his house in order to arrest him. Bayard 
succeeded in escaping at first, but another letter, 
criticising Leisler, having been intercepted, his cap- 
ture was again attempted, this time successfully. He 
was ironed, imprisoned, and threatened with death. 
In prison he fell ill, and to secure his release promised 
Leisler respect and deference. Nevertheless, he was 
kept a prisoner for thirteen months, until the arrival 
of Sloughter. Sloughter released him, and made 
him a member of his council. 

During this time De Peyster does not seem to 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



13 

have conducted himself altogether to the satisfaction 
of his chief, for we learn that in 1689 he was sus- 
pended from his command for advising Leisler not to 
require an oath of allegiance from his followers. In 
1 69 1 De Peyster was appointed mayor. He was 
then thirty-four years of age, and is described as 
popular and as possessing a frank, winning face, a 
fine presence, and polished manners. Great stories 
are told of his wealth and magnificence. In 1695 he 
built a house on Pearl street, nearly opposite Pine, 
three stories high, fifty- nine feet wide, and eighty feet 
long. His house-servants were sixteen in number, 
and the silver which was placed upon his table every 
day was worth eighty-five hundred dollars. 

When Bellomont came to New- York, Bayard, who 
seems to have led a very turbulent life, was soon in 
trouble again. New- York was then a nest of pirates, 
and many of the merchants were accused, apparently 
with some reason, of encouraging piracy and profiting 
by it. Bellomont was convinced that much of the 
wealth of the New- York aristocracy was dishonorably 
obtained. This was the time when Captain Kidd sailed 
out of New- York for the ostensible purpose of extermi- 
nating the pirates and turned pirate himself. Colonel 
Bayard was accused before Bellomontof giving protec- 
tion to pirates. Many stories were told about him. 
A beautiful diamond belonging to Mrs. Bayard was 
reported to have been taken from the finger of a 
murdered Arabian princess, and the ring, it was said. 
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had been paid by the murderer to Bayard in order 
to purchase his protection. Bellomont believed the 
charges, removed Bayard from the council, and ap- 
pointed Abraham De Peyster in his place. Bayard 
sailed to England and laid his complaint before the 
King and the Lords of Trade. 

In 1 701 Bellomont died, and in the interregnum 
between his death and the arrival of Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor Nanfan from Jamaica, Abraham De Peyster 
acted as president of the council. In the same year 
Colonel Bayard petitioned the King for a new gov- 
ernor and also signed an address of congratulation to 
Cornbury, who was supposed to have been appointed 
to succeed Bellomont Party feeling mus't have been 
very intense at this time, for Bayard was arrested by 
Lieutenant-Governor Nanfan for signing these papers, 
charged with high treason, and committed to prison. 
He was tried before three judges, one of whom was 
Abraham De Peyster. The trial seems to have been 
a purely partisan proceeding. Bayard was found 
guilty, and condemned to be hanged, drawn and 
quartered in the manner then prescribed by law. A 
reprieve until the King could be heard from was 
denied, unless he would acknowledge himself guilty 
of treason, but he was finally granted a reprieve upon 
his expressing sorrow for signing the addresses. In 
November, 1701, De Peyster, the judge, and Bayard, 
the convicted prisoner, joined in a conveyance of a 
part of the premises now occupied by the Bank of 
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America. Governor Cornbury arrived in 1 702. De 
Peyster was suspended from the council on the 
ground that he had been active in promoting dis- 
orders in the province, and the other two judges who 
had presided at Bayard's trial ran away and were 
formally removed from their offices. Bayard was 
soon released on bail, and the Queen a few months 
later reversed his sentence. 

Although De Peyster was a member of the Leis- 
ler faction, he does not seem to have been in sympa- 
thy with the violent members of that party. Mrs. 
Lamb says: "Through all the bitter controversies 
attendant on the Revolution he maintained a straight- 
forward, conscientious course, rigidly adhering to 
primitive principles of honesty and justice, and in 
advanced years commanded the confidence of his 
political opponents and the admiration and regard of 
his friends." He died in 1728. 

At the head of Wall street in the early days of 
the settlement was a plot of ground belonging to 
the West India Company which was used as a gar- 
den. Here, in the year 1696, Trinity Church was 
erected upon the site of th^ present edifice. The 
old church was enlarged in 1737 and burned in the 
great fire of 1776. It was one hundred and forty- 
eight feet long, and seventy-two feet wide ; and was 
separated from the street by a painted picket fence. 
Its semicircular chancel was next to the street, and 
its steeple, one hundred and seventy-two feet in 
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height, stood at its western extremity. Its interior 
was considered very elaborate and beautiful. In 
1 790 a new church was consecrated, which was also 
destroyed by fire, and the building now known as 
Trinity Church was not completed until 1846. A 
few years after the first church was built, and, as if 
by way of contrast, a slave market was erected at 
the foot of Wall street. 

A large portion of the land on Wall street having 
come into the possession of influential people like 
Governor Dongan, Abraham De Peyster, and Nich- 
olas Bayard, they naturally became interested in the 
improvement of the thoroughfare, and soon made it 
one of the principal streets. It may have been their 
influence which determined the site of Trinity Church. 
Upon a plot of land presented by De Peyster was 
erected a new city hall, which was finished in 1699, 
and cost about ;^3000. This building stood on the 
site of the present sub-treasury building, and prior' 
to the Revolution was used not only as a city hall, 
but also as the municipal and colonial court-house, a 
debtors' and county jail, and the capital of the prov- 
ince. In 1788 a large sum of money was spent in 
enlarging and improving it, and in 18 13 it was taken 
down to make way for stores. Congress met in 
the old City Hall from 1785 to 1790, during which 
period it was christened Federal Hall, and it was 
here that the ceremonies connected with the inaugu- 
ration of Washington took place. 
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Another structure which was erected at an early 
date upon land of the Great De Peyster Garden, was 
the First Presbyterian Church which stood upon the 
site of the present Astor building, and was finished 
about 1 720. This church was several times rebuilt, 
but was not finally removed until 1844, when the 
entire building was taken across the river and set up 
again in Washington street, Jersey City. 

In 1 701 De Peyster and Bayard conveyed to 
Gabriel Thompson, inn-keeper, a lot on the north- 
west corner of Wall and William streets, which is part 
of the premises now occupied by the Bank, and upon 
this lot Thompson built a house. The lower part of 
William street including the portion between Wall 
and Pine streets was then called Smith street, 
although farther north it bore its present name. 
William and Beekman streets take their names fi-om 
William Beekman, one of the first "schepens" of 
New Amsterdam, who came over with Peter Stuy ve- 
sant. 

With the exception of the premises conveyed to 
Gabriel Thompson, to the corporation for the City 
Hall, and to the Presbyterian Church, De Peyster 
and Bayard seem to have retained title to all the De 
Peyster Garden for many years. Nicholas Bayard 
died, and his son Samuel succeeded to his interest. 
Abraham and Samuel partitioned the property be- 
tween them. The Hon. Frederic De Peyster, one 
of the presidents of the New- York Historical Society, 
3 
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possessed in his-life time a parchment map of the 
\*De Peyster Garden," dated 1718, a copy of which 
is given on the following page. 

Early in the eighteenth century one of the Bayards 
erected a ''sugar-house" on the property shown on 
this map, about half-way between William street and 
the City Hall. *' Bayard's sugar-house" was one of 
the principal buildings of the city in its day, and is 
shown on the old maps. In the New-York Gazette 
for August 1 7, 1 730, appeared the following adver- 
tisement referring to it : 

Public Notice is hereby given that Nicholas Bayard, of 
the City of New- York, has erected a Refining- House for 
refining all sorts of sugar and sugar candy, and has procured 
from Europe an experienced artist in that Mystery. At 
which Refining-House all persons in city and country may 
be supplied by Wholesale and Retail with both double and 
single refined loaf sugar, as also powder and shop sugars, 
and sugar candy, at reasonable rates. 

In the year 1745 one Christopher Bancker had 
acquired title to a piece of land comprising Gabriel 
Thompson's lot and lots two and three on the map 
of the De Peyster garden. Christopher Bancker 
seems to have been a prosperous citizen. He died 
about 1 763, and disposed by will of fifty-six lots of 
land between Pearl street and the East River, the 
three lots we have just spoken of, another house in 
WaH street, and two lots on the Hudson River, in 
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addition to lands in Orange, Kings, Queens, and 
Albany counties. His will, ill accordance with the 
custom then in vogue, contains the following pious 
preamble: 

I, Christopher Bancker, of the City of New- York, mer- 
chant, being in good health of body and of sound mind 
and understanding, praise be to God for the same, consid- 
ering the uncertainty of this transitory life and the certainty 
of death, do make and ordain this my last will and testa- 
ment, in manner and form following : but first and princi- 
pally I commend my precious and immortal soul into the 
hands of Almighty God who gave it, hoping in and through 
the merits and intercession of my blessed Savior and 
Redeemer Jesus Christ to obtain full and free pardon and 
remission of all my sins, and my body to the earth from 
whence it was taken, there to be decently buried, at the dis- 
cretion of my executors hereinafter named, and as for and 
touching the disposition of all such temporal estate as it has 
pleased God to please me with in this life, I give, devise, and 
dispose thereof, after payment of all my just debts and funeral 
charges, in the following manner and form. 

He left his property to his children, Evert, Adrian, 
Richard, and William. Shortly after his father's 
death Evert purchased from his brothers their inter- 
ests in the three lots on the corner of Wall and Wil- 
liam streets, and became solely entitled thereto. The 
buildings on the property at this time were a small 
house on the corner, twenty feet wide by forty-five 
feet deep, with an ell thirteen feet by twenty-four. 
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and a ''store- house or chaise-house" on the other 
Wall street lot, built close to the street. Evert 
Bancker was a merchant and man of prominence. He 
seems to have been a large owner of real estate. It 
is stated in an old abstract of title in the possession 
of the Bank, prepared in 1831, that at that time his 
title-deeds filled a large chest, which his family had 
preserved and kept at Rhinebeck. At the outbreak 
of the Revolution, Evert Bancker was one of the 
committee of one hundred appointed to govern the 
city. For some years during and after the Revolu- 
tion, he represented New- York in the Assembly, 
and was Speaker of that body from 1779 until 1782. 

The title to the premises occupied by the Bank 
stood in Evert Bancker from 1 764 until 1 790. 

Some years prior to the Revolution, Wall street 
had become a fashionable thoroughfare. As early as 
1773, the Verplanks, the Winthrops, the Marstons, 
the Buchanans, the Roosevelts, and the Ludlows 
resided there. It was a street of shops as well as of 
residences, and various dealers in dry goods, gro- 
ceries, teas, drugs, furniture, and jewelry had their 
places of business within its limits. In 1774 a statue 
of Pitt was erected here " as a public testimony of the 
grateful sense the colony of New- York retains of the 
many eminent services he rendered America, par- 
ticularly in promoting the repeal of the Stamp Act" 
This statue was destroyed by the British. The street 
was shaded at that time by large and beautiful trees, 
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which were cut down to furnish fire-wood for the 
English soldiers during their occupation of the city. 

The population of New- York at the close of the 
Revolution was twenty-four thousand. Wall street 
then became the street of the place. It was the ladies' 
promenade, and the ''great centre of interest and 
fashion." General John Lamb lived there in 1 789, 
and Judge Iredell, of the United States Supreme 
Court, took up his residence there in 1 790. In the 
City Hall, rechristened " Federal Hall," on April 30, 
1 789, Washington was inaugurated, and there Con- 
gress held its sessions from 1785 till 1790. 

In 1 790 Evert Bancker sold his property on the 
comer of Wall and William streets to Francis Bay- 
ard Winthrop, who remained the owner thereof until 
181 7. Winthrop was a member of the old Winthrop 
family, the owner of much real estate, and a rich and 
prosperous man. He was one of the directors of the 
old Bank of the United States. Pew 59 in Trinity 
Church was his, and he kept a carriage and pair of 
horses, which must have been an unusual luxury in 
those times, for the story is that as late as 1806 only 
fifteen gentlemen in the city kept carriages. He dis- 
poses, by his will, of silver mugs, spoons, and salvers, 
and of family pictures, manuscripts, books, and medals. 
Turtle Bay Farm, a tract of land well known to title 
searchers, bordering on the East River in the neigh- 
borhood of Forty-first street, was his country seat, 
and he built a handsome house there overlooking 
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the river. He also owned an island of four thousand 
acres, called Fisher's Island, in the town of Southold, 
Suffolk County, "with the cattle and sheep thereon." 
Theodore Winthrop, the author, killed at Great 
Bethel, Va., in June, 1861, was his grandson. With- 
in a few years after the sale to Winthrop, Wall street 
became, what it is now, the centre of the financial 
interests of the city. In 1 794 the old Tontine Coffee 
House on the corner of Wall and Water streets was 
completed, one of the subscribers being Francis Bay- 
ard Winthrop. As early as 1802 the three banks 
then doing business in the city, the Chamber of 
Commerce, and all the insurance companies but 
one were in Wall street. In William street were 
the principal stores for retailing dry goods. Win- 
throp improved hi§ purchase and built upon it two 
three-story brick houses fronting on Wall street. 
The comer one he leased to the Bank of America, 
the same month that it was incorporated, and 
before it had acquired a distinctive seal. Win- 
throp, as a director of the old Bank of the United 
States, was very probably interested in the Bank of 
America. The other house, which he speaks of as a 
'* mansion house," he occupied as a residence until 
his death. Winthrop devised these two houses, then 
known as Nos. 29 and 31 Wall street, to his wife and 
children. The use of his "mansion house, out-houses 
and land thereunto belonging," known as 29 Wall 
street, he devised to his wife for life. Wall street 
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soon ceased to be a desirable place of residence, 
however, and in 1826 we find the house occupied by 
the Fulton Fire Insurance Company. 

When the Bank of America took its lease in 1812, 
all the banks of the city were on Wall street and 
close together. Five existed prior to the incorpora- 
tion of the Bank of America. In 181 2 the Bank of 
America and two other new banks, the City Bank 
and New- York Manufacturing Company, began to 
do business. The Merchants' Bank and Manhattan 
Company occupied their present sites, then known 
as Nos 23 and 25. The Union Bank occupied 
premises at No. 1 7. The Bank of New- York did 
business at No. 32, the Mechanics' Bank at No. 16, 
the City Bank at No. 38, and the New- York Manu- 
facturing Company at No. 24. The population of 
the city in 181 1 was about one hundred thousand, 
and the capital of the five banks then in existence 
amounted to $7,650,000. 

The Bank of America occupied No. 29, under the 
original lease and various extensions thereof, from 1 8 1 2 
until 183 1, at a yearly rental of about $2000. In the 
summer of 1822, yellow fever broke out in Rector street, 
in the lower part of the city, and during all of August 
and part of September business was almost entirely 
suspended. High board fences shut off each infected 
street below the City Hall. Aletter written at the time 
says: "The Custom House, Post-Office, and all the 
banks, insurance offices, and-other places of busi- 
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ness, have been removed to the upper part of Broad- 
way and to Greenwich village, the region roundabout 
being mostly occupied by merchants in buildings 
temporarily erected for their convenience." With 
this exception, and with the exception of the time 
consumed in the erection of the present building, 
the Bank of America has done business continuously 
on its present site from its incorporation to the pres- 
ent time. In 1831 the Bank obtained conveyances 
from the widow and children of Francis Bayard 
Winthrop, and from the executors of his will, vest- 
ing in it the absolute title to Nos. 29 and 31, the 
premises which it now occupies. The price paid 
was $70,000, and the property included a piece of 
land fronting on William street, nineteen feet wide 
and seventy-five feet deep, which the Bank after- 
ward disposed of The present banking-house was 
begun in 1835, and finished in 1836. It narrowly 
escaped destruction during the process of its erec- 
tion by the great fire which broke out in December, 
1835, and destroyed nearly all the buildings on the 
opposite side of the street, from William street to 
the East River, and among others the old Merchants' 
Exchange, which occupied the site of the present Cus- 
tom House, originally built as a new exchange, to 
' replace the old one. 

The bank has in its possession a number of curious 
and interesting old deeds and other papers relating 
to the premises occupied by it First of all comes 
4 
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the old deed from Nicholas Bayard and Abraham 
De Peyster, to Gabriel Thompson, of the corner lot, 
made November 23, 1701, "in the thirteenth year of 
our Sovereign Lord, William the Third, by the Grace 
of God, of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the faith, etc." Then come other 
deeds dated 1720, 1739, 1745, 1764, and 1790 respec- 
tively. These are all genuine " indentures*' engrossed 
on thick skins of parchment nearly two feet square 
and yellow with age. The top of each ifi cut so as 
to form the waving line from which an indenture 
derives its name. 

The original terms of sale drawn up in 1720 when 
the house and lot of Gabriel Thompson, deceased, 
were sold at auction for the benefit of his creditors, 
are also in the keeping of the Bank as well as an old 
memorandum of title prepared by Evert Bancker, at 
the time of his conveyance to Francis Bayard Win- 
throp, showing how " Mr. Evert Bancker's title stands 
in parchment together with a long possession." The 
Bank has also retained possession of the original 
lease from Winthrop, and the conveyances from his 
devisees. 
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THE BANK OF AMERICA 



THE promoters of the Bank of America were 
stockholders in the old Bank of the United 
States, and included among their number several of 
the directors of that institution. They intended that 
the new bank should attract half the capital of the 
old one, together with a proportionate amount of its 
business, and become the most important bank in the 
country. Accordingly they named it the Bank of 
America. 

In the year 1 790 there were only three banks in 
the country having an aggregate capital of about 
$2,000,000. Only one of these, the present Bank 
of New- York, did business in this State. Their ^ 
bills were not legal tender, and the supply of gold 
and silver was meagre. The currency of the country 
was altogether inadequate to the transaction of its 
business, and barter was much resorted to. The 
central government was much embarrassed in its 
financial transactions by the lack of currency and of 
banking facilities, and on March 3, 1791, the old Bank 

of the United States was chartered at the instance 

27 
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of Alexander Hamilton. The presidency was offered 
to Oliver Wolcott, the first president of the Bank 
^ of America, but he declined to serve. The term of 
the Bank's existence was limited to twenty years, and 
the capital fixed at $10,000,000, divided into shares 
of $400 each. Hamilton's Bank of the United States 
was very useful to the Government and the nation. 
It established branches in the chief cities. It founded 
a uniform currency. It lent large sums of money to 
the Government in the periods of its necessity. It 
furnished a safe depository for the public money, and 
transmitted the same from one State to another, and 
it facilitated the collection of the public revenue. Its 
New- York branch did business at No. 38 Wall street. 
At that time the two political parties were the 
Federal and the Democratic or Republican party. 
It was not until several years later that the words 
democratic and republican were used to designate 
persons of different political beliefs. The Federalists 
were the conservatives, admirers of the English con- 
stitution, fearful of the results of intrusting power to 
the ignorant and uneducated, and advocates of a 
strong national government. The Democrats or Re- 
publicans were firm believers in liberty, equality, and 
fraternity. The voice of the majority, in their 
opinion, should have absolute power. They dreaded 
a strong national government as something removed 
from and above the people, and were the bitter 
enemies of Great Britain and everything pertaining 
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thereto. The Democrats were warm friends of the 
government established by the French Revolution, 
while the Federalists considered its administration of 
affairs a reign of anarchy and terror. 

The managers and stockholders of the Bank of the 
United States were chiefly Federalists, and the 
Democrats, fearing its political influence, were hos- 
tile to it. Hamilton was accused of favoritism, of 
drawing foreign bills merely that the bank might 
receive the benefit of a deposit of the proceeds, and 
generally of placing the interests of the bank before 
those of the nation. These accusations it is believed 
were unfounded. It was said,, also, that the bank 
bestowed its favors upon Federalists only, and that 
in New- York it was impossible for traders to express 
Republican sentiments, without material injury to 
their business. The fact that a large part of the 
stock was held by foreigners was also urged against 
the bank, and the consequent danger of foreign influ- 
ence was considered to more than counterbalance the 
benefits to be derived in a poor country from foreign 
capital. Congress voted appropriations, and com- 
pelled the administration to borrow money, but was 
slow in repaying it The majority of its members 
were opposed to the administration, and did not care 
to relieve its financial embarrassments. In 1795, the 
indebtedness of the Government to the Bank of the 
United States amounted to $6,200,000. In 1796 we 
find Oliver Wolcott, then Secretary of the Treasury, 
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proposing a sale of Government stock at par, for the 
purpose of obtaining funds to pay this debt, but the 
remissness of Congress in imposing taxes, weakened 
the credit of the Government so that the stock could 
not be sold except at a discount. Finally, the Gov- 
ernment raised about a million and a half by the sale 
of its own shares, which it paid to the bank, but it 
was not until several years afterward that its indebt- 
edness was finally discharged. 

Jefferson was an especially bitter enemy of the 
bank. In the autumn of 1802 he wrote Gallatin 
that he should make a judicious distribution of his 
favors among all the banks, since the stock of the 
Bank of the United States was held largely by for- 
eigners, and " were the Bank of the United States 
to swallow up the others and monopolize the whole 
banking business of the United States which the 
demands we furnish them with tend shortly to favor, 
we might on a misunderstanding with a foreign 
power, be immensely embarrassed by any disaffec- 
tion in that bank." In July, 1803, he declared him- 
self in favor of making all banks Republican, 
by sharing deposits among them according to the 
disposition they showed. *' It is material to the safety 
of Republicanism," he: said, "to detach the mercan- 
tile interests from its enemies and incorporate them 
into the body of its friends. A merchant is really 
a Republican, and could be otherwise only from a 
vitiated state of feeling." Notwithstanding Jeffer- 
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son's attitude, Gallatin, his Secretary of the Treasury, 
considered the bank too useful an instrument to be 
thrown away, and favored the renewal of its charter, 
which expired on March 3, 181 1. The bill provid- 
ing for its renewal was lost in the House by one 
vote, and in the Senate by the casting vote of the 
Vice-President. The Government, which originally 
held two millions of the stock, had disposed of all its 
shares as early as 1802, at an average advance on 
the par value of about thirty-five per cent Those 
holding stock at the time of dissolution received the 
par value of their shares and eight and one-half per 
cent, in addition. 

A board of trustees was appointed to wind up the 
bank's affairs. Steps were immediately taken to 
secure to State incorporations the capital and the 
business of the old Bank of the United States, and 
with this object, applications were made to the legis- 
latures of New- York and Pennsylvania. Large loans 
for internal improvements and gifts of large sums of 
money were offered as compensation for charters. 
The promoters of the Bank of America were early in 
the field. The Bank has in its possession, in a some- 
what mutilated condition, the original memorial, dated 
March 19, 181 1, which they presented to the legisla- 
ture. A copy of what remains is given as an appen- 
dix to this volume. To this document are affixed 
many hundreds of signatures of the directors and 
stockholders of the old Bank, and among them is 
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that of Sylvanus F. Jenkins, then one of the leading 
merchants of the city, doing business at No. 154 
South street, and the father of the present president 
of the Bank. In the old times, one of the Liverpool 
packet ships bore the name of Sylvanus F. Jenkins. 
President William L. Jenkins was four years old when 
this memorial was circulated, and both he and his 
father would have been greatly surprised to learn how 
the movement was to affect his future. This memo- 
rial recites that the general government deeming the 
power of granting charters to be vested in the State 
legislatures, has refused to renew the charter of the 
United States Bank. It calls attention to the impor- 
tance of retaining in the State the portion of the cap- 
ital of the old Bank employed by the New- York 
branch, and of attracting to the State as much as 
possible of the remainder. It speaks of the jealousy 
of the great State of New- York which exists in other 
States and of the attempts which will be made to 
draw the capital of the United States Bank to banks 
formed for that purpose incorporated elsewhere, and 
it asks that such a bank be incorporated in New- York. 
In March, 181 1, three weeks after the expiration 
of the charter of the United States Bank, we find 
George Newbold, afterward for many years presi- 
dent of the Bank of America, already at work in 
Albany. The famous and eccentric banker and 
broker, Jacob Barker, whose name appears among 
the signatures to the memorial, writes to Newbold, 
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under date of March 24th, and fissures him that he 
will be successful if he does not permit trifles to 
discourage him. "The Philadelphia papers of yester- 
day," he says, "contain the news that the committee^ 
from the Pennsylvania legislature has unanimously 
reported in favor of chartering a bank with a capital 
of $10,000,000, to embrace such part of the United 
States Bank stock as the holders thereof may desire." 
Newbold should convince the legislature that no time 
ought to be lost in securing a portion of that capital 
and the compensation to be paid the State. He also 
makes a number of suggestions as to the details of 
the plan which he says have the approval of others 
of the promoters. In this letter Barker speaks of the 
Bank as the "American Bank." The Bank also has 
in its possession a letter to George Newbold and 
Henry Post, Jr., dated January 20, 181 2, and signed 
by ten of the first Board of Directors, in which they 
say they have a memorial in circulatibn, and ask 
Newbold and Post to present it to the legislature at 
Albany. They give them discretionary power, " hay- 
ing full confidence in their integrity and knowledge/' 
to obtain the charter on such principles as they deem 
expedient, and say, in concluding, that in promising 
loans and gifts of money to the State, they " leave it 
to their cautious and judicious management." 

The application to the Pennsylvania legislature 
was made by the Philadelphia members of the Board 
of Trustees. The Bank has among its papers a 
5 
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printed memorial, dated December 7, i8i i, and signed 
D. Lenox, president of the Board of Trustees, asking 
the Pennsylvania legislature for an act incorporating 
the stockholders of the Bank of the United States. In 
this matter the Philadelphia and the New- York trus- 
tees were at variance. On March 6, 181 1, the New- 
York trustees wrote to Mr. Lenox at Philadelphia, 
requesting authority to apply to the New- York legis- 
lature for an act incorporating the holders of one-half 
the capital stock of the United States Bank, supposing 
that application would be made to the Pennsylvania 
legislature to incorporate the other half The Phila- 
delphia trustees answered, however, that they had 
already applied for a charter for a new bank which 
should receive the entire capital of the old one, and 
asked the New- York trustees to apply to their legis- 
lature for permission to establish a branch in this 
city. The New- York trustees were not prepared to 
recognize the commercial supremacy of Philadelphia, 
and promptly refused to comply with this request. 
The movement in Pennsylvania was unsuccessful. On 
January 29, 181 2, David B. Ogden writes from Phila- 
delphia, to George Newbold, at Albany, saying, that 
from all he can hear, there is no hope of a charter 
in Pennsylvania. After the correspondence between 
New- York and Philadelphia which we have referred 
to, the New- York trustees made an independent 
application at Albany for an act of incorporation. 
This was regarded by those for whom Newbold and 
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Post were working as prejudicial to their interests, 
and on February 17, 181 2, we find them sending a 
letter to Robert Troup, in which they say they have 
heard he has gone to Albany as agent for the trus- 
tees of the United States Bank, to apply for an act 
incorporating the stockholders of the bank or a part 
of them, with instructions to offer a large sum of 
money as a bonus. They go on to tell him that the 
trustees have no power to pay any bonus, that the 
undersigned do not approve of their making such an 
offer, as it will embarrass the application of Theodorus 
Bailey and others, and that any promises the trustees 
may make will be on their own responsibility. On 
February 22, 181 2, David B. Ogden writes to New- 
bold, expressing apprehension as to the consequences 
of the trustees* proceedings, and mortification at the 
''course our friend Colonel Troup is pursuing." The 
trustees wheeled into line soon after the letter of Feb- 
ruary 17th was written, and on March 16, 181 2, sent a 
letter to Newbold and Post in which they narrate 
their correspondence with their Philadelphia col- 
leagues, and say that they have judged it proper to 
unite with the interests represented by the memorial. 
AD the letters above referred to are in the possession 
of the Bank, with the exception of those passing be- 
tween the New- York and Philadelphia trustees and 
jthat of March 16, 181 2. Of the last-mentioned letter 
the Bank has a copy. 
The success of the memorialists now seemed as- 
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sured. In the House, on March 21, 181 2, all the 
Federalists and a part of the Republicans voted for 
the bill, and it was passed by a large majority. Its 
passage by the Senate also was deemed inevitable. 
But at this point the proceedings received a sudden 
set-back. Many of the Republicans regarded the 
proposed new bank as they had its predecessor, as 
an institution the incorporation of which would tend 
to strengthen the Federalists, and they opposed it 
accordingly. The war of 181 2 was now impending. 
For many years France and Great Britain had been 
at war, and for some time the foreign commerce of 
the United States, a neutral nation, had prospered 
greatly. But in 1806 Bonaparte promulgated the 
celebrated Berlin decree which declared all the Brit- 
ish Islands in a state of blockade and threatened 
capture and condemnation to vessels trading with 
them. The Milan decree was of a similar nature. 
The English retaliated with the ''orders in council," 
and between the decrees on the one hand and the 
orders on the other, all neutral trade with Great 
Britain and France and their respective colonies and 
dependencies was threatened with destruction. The 
United States were the chief sufferers. The block- 
ades thus created were what is called " paper block- 
ades," and were contrary to the law of nations, which 
provides that a blockade shall not be established 
except by actually stationing in front of the enemies' 
ports ships of war sufficient in number to prevent 
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neutral ships from entering. They furnished the 
United States consequently with a good and suf- 
ficient reason for declaring war. The Federalists 
advocated a bold front toward France, as the least 
formidable nation. Such a course, moreover, would 
probably have resulted in the adoption by the Eng- 
lish of a policy more favorable to our interests. The 
Republicans were unwilling to fight the French, who, 
as they believed, were contending for the cause of 
liberty, and they were afraid to fight England. The 
Republicans were the ruling party, and finally de- 
clared an *' embargo " which forbade vessels to enter 
our harbors and prevented our vessels from leaving 
them. The embargo, it was thought, would punish 
France and Great Britain, and particularly Great 
Britain, whose foreign trade was far greater than 
that of France, by depriving them of the use of our 
shipping and the benefits of commercial intercourse 
with us; but nobody was especially injured by it 
except the United States. Our own commerce, of 
course, was utterly ruined. This plan failing of suc- 
cess, war was finally determined upon. 

When such questions as these were in debate, party 
feeling naturally ran extremely high. The Eastern 
and Middle States were the ones most aflfected by 
the embargo. In these States the Federalists were 
predominant, and were intensely hostile to the poli- 
ticians who had destroyed their most important 
industry. The Republicans, on the other hand. 
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accused the Federalists of lack of patriotism, of 
leanings toward England, of disloyalty, and of treas- 
onable designs. The Federalists were a strong 
party in the State of New- York, and had a majority 
of eight in the Assembly. They fought against war, 
and hoped to avoid it In January, 1812, David B. 
Ogden writes from Philadelphia to George New- 
bold* at Albany, and says : " The opinion here seems 
to b^ that the only war we shall have is the war 
upon the floor of Congress." Nevertheless, there 
was no lack of patriotism among them, and when 
war was declared they supported the Government 
loyally. 

When the bill incorporating the Bank of America 
passed the House, Daniel D. Tompkins was gov- 
ernor. Tompkins was a strong Republican. He 
was the "war governor" of his^time, and was con- 
spicuous for his support of the national government 
throughout the war. He filled the office of governor, 
from 1807 to 181 7, and that of Vice-President of the 
United States from 1817 to 1825. Tompkins was 
strongly opposed to the Bank of America, as an 
institution of the Federalists. When he saw that 
the bill incorporating it was about to pass the Senate 
and become a law, he resorted to the extreme meas- 
ure of proroguing the legislature for sixty days. 
The power of prorogation, which the governor then 
possessed, has since been abolished. It was even 
then spoken of as "odious " and a remnant of royal 
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authority, and the governor was violently attacked 
for exercising it. The governor assigned six reasons 
for his course. The first two were that corrupt 
inducements had been held out, and unwarrantable 
attempts made to secure from prior legislatures the 
incorporation of the Merchants* Bank and the late 
Jersey Bank. The third and fourth were that foreign 
stockholders might be admitted in the discretion of 
the directors, to monopolize the stock and consequent 
control of the Bank of America, and thereby acquire 
a dangerous influence in the moneyed operations and 
other important concerns of the State, and that, 
being on the verge of a war with Great Britain, the 
incorporation of the Bank of America would be an 
unwise and dangerous measure. These two reasons 
show the governor's fear of strengthening the Fed- 
eralist party. His fifth reason was that the safety of 
other banking institutions might be endangered by 
the incorporation of the Bank of America, and his 
sixth, that attempts had been made by the promoters 
of the Bank to bribe four members of the Assembly 
and one member of the Senate. 

The Bank has in its possession an old broadside 
printed at the time, which begins as follows : 

" At a meeting of the Republican members of the legisla- 
ture who voted for the bill incorporating the Bank of 
America, held at Jacack's Tavern, in Greene St., in the City 
of Albany, on Friday ev'g, March 27th, 18 12, John Ely, 
Esq., Sec'y. The Hon. Reuben Humphreys, Ch'n. The 
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following address to the Republicans of the State of New- 
York was unanimously adopted." 

Then follows an address to the public by those 
present at the meeting. They say that they feel 
bound under the circumstances to justify themselves 
publicly for supporting the bill. They attack the 
governor for his use of the "odious " power of pro- 
rogation, and state and* meet his reasons for exercis- 
ing it. They deny the charges of bribery, and in 
conclusion give various good reasons for their action 
in supporting the bill, alleging among other things, 
that with the money to be lent the State canals may 
be opened and internal navigation improved, and 
that the charter allows the Bank to issue paper to the 
amount of its specie capital only, while every other 
banjk is permitted to issue paper to three times the 
amount of its capital. 

At that time the veto power was vested in a 
"Council of Revision," composed of the governor, 
the chancellor, and the judges of the Supreme 
Court. The judges were appointed by the governor, 
and so strong was the opposition to the Bank that a 
petition was drawn up and circulated by Stephen 
Phelps, Eli Hill, and John Spencer, asking for the 
passage of an act adding two judges to the Supreme 
Court, in order to secure a majority in the council 
against the charter. The petition, however, was 
never presented, and when on May 21st the leg- 
islature reassembled, the bill immediately passed both 
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houses. The same year two men charged with at- 
tempting to secure votes in favor of the bill by brib- 
ery were brought to trial. In Chenango county the 
State Treasurer, David Thomas, was tried for at- 
tempting to bribe Casper M. Rouse, one of the sen- 
ators, and in the same month Solomon Southwick, 
editor of the Albany Register ^ was tried before 
Chief- Justice Kent for attempted bribery of Alexan- 
der Sheldon, Speaker of the Assembly. Both the 
defendants were acquitted. In these trials Thomas 
Addis Emmet, then Attorney- General, represented 
the prosecution. 

The charter under which the Bank of America 
began to do business is known as Chapter 78 of the 
laws of 181 2. It declares that the Bank's corporate 
name shall be " Tljp President, Directors and Com- 
pany of the Bank of America." It provides that the 
amount of the capital stock shall be $6,000,000, and 
that two of the directors shall be appointed by the 
governor. It requires the Bank to pay the State 
the sum of $600,000 in six equal instalments, of 
which sum $400,000 are to be applied to the support 
of public schools, $100,000 to the improvement of 
roads and navigation, and $100,000 to the encourage- 
ment of literature. It also provides that the Bank 
shall lend the State $1,000,000 at five per cent, and 
the additional sum of $1,000,000 at six per cent. 

The Bank possesses an original document dated 
February 17, 1821, signed by De Witt Clinton, gov- 
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ernor, and sealed with the great seal, appointing 
Jeromus Johnson and Abraham Stagg, State di- 
rectors. 

War was declared in June, 1812, and on the six- 
teenth of that month the subscription books were 
opened at No. 49 Pine street, the house of Jonathan 
Burrall, the first cashier. The Public Advertiser of 
August 4, 181 2, of which the Bank has a copy, con- 
tains a notice to subscribers. This notice states that 
subscriptions for $5,000,000 of the stock will be 
received only from owners of stock of the old United 
States Bank, who will be allowed to subscribe for 
four shares of stock in the Bank of America for each 
share which they hold of stock in the Bank of the 
United States, and which they are willing to assign 
to the Bank of America, together with the dividends 
already paid thereon. Said United States Bank stock 
and dividends are to be assigned at the time of sub- 
scription. All dividends are to be applied toward 
the payment of subscriptions until the sum of $100 
has been paid for each share subscribed for, and any 
excess is to be returned to subscribers. Subscriptions 
for the remaining $1,000,000 will be received from 
the public generally. 

Oliver Wolcott, the first President of the Bank, was 
offered, as we have already seen, the presidency of the 
old Bank of the United States, at the time of its incor- 
poration, and Jonathan Burrall, the first cashier, was 
cashier of the United States Bank during the entire 
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period of its existence, from 1791 until 181 1. The 
first Board of Directors was made up of the following 
gentlemen : 

Oliver Wolcott, John De Peyster, 

William Bayard, Philip Hone, 

Arthur Smith, Preserved Fish, 

George Griswold, Stephen Whitney, 

Thomas Buckley, Archibald Gracie, 

Abraham Barker, Patrick G. Hildreth, 

Theodorus Bailey, Elisha Leavenworth, 

John T. Lawrence, Josiah Ogden Hoffman, 

John T. Champlin, Henry Post, Jr. 

Two of their number, William Bayard and Archi- 
bald Gracie, had been directors of the Bank of the 
United States. 

The above list contains the names of many of the 
most noted citizens of New- York. Chief among 
them is that of Oliver Wolcott, son of the Oliver 
Wolcott who signed the Declaration of Independence. 
Wolcott was born in 1 760, in Connecticut, of which 
State his father was at one time governor. In 1 789, 
at the beginning of Washington's administration, he 
was appointed Auditor of the United States Treasury, 
at a salary of $i5cx> per annum. From 1791 until 
1 795, he held the office of Comptroller of the Treasury, 
and from 1795 until 1800 that of Secretary of the 
Treasury. In 1800 he was appointed a judge of the 
United States Circuit Court. In 1802 he moved to 
New- York, and established the firm of Oliver Wol- 
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cott & Co., doing business at No. 52 Pine street. 
The Merchants Bank was founded the same year. 
Wolcott was its first president, and held that office 
until 1805. Soon after coming to this city, he estab- 
lished a large manufacturing business at Wolcottville, 
near Litchfield, Connecticut. While in New- York, 
he lived at 26 Pine street. He was president of the 
Bank of America for two years only, and in 18 16 
returned to his native State and took up his resi- 
dence in Litchfield. Here he was twice elected to the 
office which his father had held before him, that of 
governor of the State. He died in 1833. 

William Bayard, George Gris wold, Thomas Buckley, 
Philip Hone, Preserved Fish, Stephen Whitney, and 
Archibald Gracie were all noted merchants. Bayard 
was a member of the great firm of Le Roy & Bay- 
ard, founded in 1 790. It was to his country residence 
near the corner of Grand street and Broadway that 
the body of General Alexander Hamilton was car- 
ried after the duel with Aaron Burr. In 1814 he 
succeeded Oliver Wolcott as president. In 181 9 he 
was elected the first president of the first savings- 
bank in New- York City, and in 1825 he presided 
over the meeting of merchants and citizens called to 
take measures to celebrate the completion of the 
Erie Canal. 

George Griswold and his brother were the pion- 
eers of the American China trade, and the founders 
of the celebrated firm of N. L. & G. Griswold, 
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which did business under that name for eighty years. 
They came to New-York from Old Lyme, Connecti- 
cut, and are described as tall men of imposing appear- 
ance. Their principal ship was called the Panama^ 
and they owned, in succession, three vessels bearing 
that name which became a familiar one in every 
grocery in the country. The first was a ship of four 
hundred and sixty tons. The second and third were 
larger, and their carrying capacities were respectively 
six hundred and fifty and eleven hundred and seventy 
tons. It is said that one circumstance which made 
the foreign trade of those days especially profitable, 
was the fact that the Government gave as much as 
eighteen months' credit for duties. The result was 
that while an importer was able to sell his goods 
without much delay, and receive the price, he was 
not obliged to pay the duty on them for a long time. 
He was thus enabled to obtain what was practically 
a loan from the Government. If he imported tea, for 
instance, the duty upon which was at least twice as 
much as the tea cost in China, the loan which he 
procured amounted to about as much as the capital 
previously invested. It is said that John Jacob Astor 
obtained in this manner the use, for a period of eight- 
een or twenty years, of a capital of over $5,000,000. 
George Griswold was one of the founders of the New 
Brighton Association, which projected a magnifi- 
cent suburb on Staten Island, to be adorned with 
fountains, castles, and beautiful villas, and to become 
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the summer residence of the wealth and fashion of 
New- York. Numerous relics of the pristine splen- 
dor of Richmond Terrace still remain. George Gris- 
wold was also a liberal contributor to the University 
of the City of New- York, at the time of its founda- 
tion in 1 831; and was, in general, a public-spirited 
citizen. He lived for a time in Wall street, and 
afterward in Chambers street. In 1844 he moved to 
Washington Square. He died in 1859. 

Philip Hone and his brother John were auctioneers 
and commission merchants, and amassed large for- 
tunes. We find Philip a member of the Common 
Council in 1825 and mayor of the city in 1826. Both 
of these positions he filled with great credit to him- 
self and great advantage to the city. He held many 
offices of trust and responsibility, and was one of the 
founders of several important and useful institutions, 
one of which, the Mercantile Library, had attained 
the age of five years at the time of his election to the 
mayoralty, and possessed twenty-two hundred vol- 
umes. Many merchants opposed the foundation of 
the, Mercantile Library on the ground that it would 
occupy too much of their clerks' time. Mr. Hone 
also liberally supported the New- York Athenaeum, 
which in 1838 was merged in the Society Library. 
He projected the association of twenty members called 
the Hone Club, celebrated for its dinners, and was a 
member of the committee which formed the Union 
Club. During his mayoralty he resided in Broadway 
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opposite the City Hall Park. Mr. Hone was a hand- 
some man, of great social attractions, and famous for 
his splendid hospitality and attentions to distin- 
guished strangers. 

The peculiar name of Preserved Fish gave rise to 
a story that when a child he had been picked up at 
sea and christened by his ' preservers. He came to 
New- York from New Bedford, to attend to the oil 
and candle business of the New Bedford whale-oil 
merchants. In 1815 he founded the firm of Fish & 
Grinnell, predecessors of the present house of Grin- 
nell, Minturn & Company. Mr. Fish is celebrated for 
the lines of packet ships which his firm established. 

Stephen Whitney in his day was one of the five 
richest men of New- York. He was born in Derby, 
Connecticut, and up to the time of his death, which 
took place about the year i860, lived at No. 7 Bowl- 
ing Green, in the house now or lately occupied by 
the Anchor Line Steamship Company. 

Archibald Gracie came from Scotland soon after 
the Revolution, and became one of our greatest mer- 
chants, and the owner of many ships. James G. 
King was his son-in-law, and at one time they did 
business together at Liverpool, under the name of 
King & Gracie. In 1806 Gracie was one of the fif- 
teen men who kept carriages in the city, and his 
country seat at Hell Gate was one of the finest 
places of its time. By the operation of the Berlin 
and Milan decrees he lost over $1,000,000 in ships 
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and other property. Nevertheless the firm of A. 
Gracie & Sons was one of the few which escaped 
failure during the war of 1812. 

Josiah Ogden Hoffman, a man of great eloquence 
and learning, occupied the office of recorder at the 
time of the incorporation of the Bank. He was a 
noted criminal lawyer, and for upwards of twenty 
years appeared in all the important criminal trials. 
In 1 79 1 Hoffman was Grand Sachem of Tammany. 
Washington Irving studied law in his office. 

Theodoras Bailey for many years discharged the 
duties of Postmaster of the city, and Henry Post, 
Jr., a son of Henry Post, of the firm of Post & Min- 
turn, was one of the twenty- eight stock brokers doing 
business in 181 7. 

Abraham Barker was a brother of Jacob Barker. 
Jacob Barker took the Democratic side in politics 
when the war of 181 2 began, and this may be the 
reason why his name does not appear among the list 
of directors. Jacob Barker was a remarkable man, 
and a history of his life has been published. In the 
course of a business career extending from 1 795 until 
1867, he made and lost three fortunes, and finally died 
in comparative poverty. He owned five ships before 
he was twenty-one. He attained distinction as a 
merchant, a banker, a politician, and a lawyer, and 
founded a newspaper and a bank. At one time when 
sitting as senator in the Court of Errors, he delivered 
an opinion in opposition to Chief-Justice Kent, which 
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was sustained by the Court. At another time he 
stood three trials for conspiracy to defraud, and de- 
fended himself successfully in all of them. 

Several of the first Board of Directors subscribed 
liberally to the war loan of 1 813. Le Roy and 
Bayard subscribed $20,000, and Stephen Whitney, 
$10,000. Jacob Barker put his name down for 
$100,000.. 

The anticipations of the founders of the Bank of 
America that it would take the place of the Bank of 
the United States were not realized. The explanation 
of this does not seem difficult. After the dissolution 
of the old United States Bank the national govern- 
ment deposited its money with different State banks, 
and also gave them a large amount of business. The 
United States became at the same time the borrower 
of great sums of money with which to carry on the 
war, and in the different States capital was sought for 
the construction of extensive internal improvements, 
such as bridges, roads, and canals. The banking busi- 
ness offered, consequently, great opportunities of pro- 
fit, of which the people were eager to avail themselves. 
Banks multiplied rapidly, and in 181 1 and the two 
years following one hundred and twenty were char- 
tered. In soliciting stock subscriptions, therefore, the 
Bank of America had many competitors, with whom, 
moreover, it did not compete on equal terms. In the 
first place it is probable that it was not the recipient 
of many favors from the Government. In the next 
7 
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place subscribers to nearly all the Bank of Amer- 
ica stock were obliged, for a time at least, to make 
full and immediate payment therefor by assigning 
United States Bank stock; whereas, the common 
method of raising the capital of the other banks was 
to pay the first instalment of the subscription and 
then discount stock notes to meet the subsequent 
payments. Finally, as said in the Republican 
address to which reference has already been made, 
the paper which the Bank of America could issue 
was limited to the amount of capital actually paid in, 
while other banks were allowed to issue paper 
amounting to three times as much as their capital. 

Whatever the reasons were, subscriptions came in 
much more slowly than was anticipated. In 1813 
an act was passed known as Chapter 76 of the laws 
of 1 8 13. This act recites that the subscriptions have 
only amounted to two million dollars, and that the 
Bank will be unable to make the loans and payments 
prescribed by its charter. The act then provides that 
the capital stock of the Bank shall be $4,000,000, 
instead of $6,000,000, that it shall pay the State 
$100,000 instead of $600,000, and that it shall 
lend the State $1,000,000 at six per cent, instead of 
$1,000,000 at six and $1,000,000 at five per cent. 

The multiplication of banks was accompanied by a 
great inflation of the currency. Vast numbers of bank- 
notes were issued, which were lent the Government 
and which furnished capital for the prosecution of 
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internal improvements. All the gold and silver left the 
country, and in 1816 nearly all the banks suspended 
specie payments. The country was thus left without 
any currency except discredited bank-notes, which 
differed greatly in value. Paper money was bought 
and sold like other merchandise, and the most compli- 
cated calculations were necessary to determine the 
discounts at which the different notes should be 
received. The Government received this dishonored 
paper at its face value in the payment of duties, and the 
natural result was that the sea-ports whose banks 
furnished the most depreciated currency attracted the 
bulk of our foreign trade, to the great injury of other 
cities, which were thus punished instead of rewarded 
for doing business on sounder financial principles. 
The banks of one State refused to accept the notes of 
those of other States, and the transfer of money be- 
tween different States was thus made very difficult. 
The country was also flooded with counterfeits. A 
uniform currency consequently became a necessity. 
In 18 16 a new United States Bank with a capital of 
$35>ooo,ooo was established for the purpose of fur- 
nishing such a currency, and any hopes of the national 
preeminence of the Bank of America which may have 
survived were finally dispelled. 

By Chapter 24 of the laws of 1 819 the capital stock 
of the Bank of America was reduced to $2,000,000. 
In 1857 it was increased to $3,000,000, at which figure 
it has since remained* 
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The act of i8 1 2 declared that the Bank's existence 
should continue until the second Monday of May, 
1832. By Chapter 27 of the laws of 1831, passed 
February 2, 183 1, a few months before the Bank 
purchased the premises which it now occupies, its 
charter was extended to January i, 1853. The pres- 
ent Bank of America is an association organized under 
Chapter 260 of the laws of 1838, known as the Gen- 
eral Banking Act, which provides that any number 
of persons may associate to establish offices of dis- 
count, deposit, and circulation upon the terms and 
conditions and subject to the liabilities prescribed in 
said act and the acts amendatgry thereof. The act 
provides that all conveyances of real estate shall be 
made to the president or such other officer as shall be 
indicated for that purpose in the articles of asso- 
ciation. The certificate of association under this act 
was recorded in the county clerk's office on Decem- 
ber 27, 1852, and provides that the name of the 
association shall be "The Bank of America" and its 
capital stock $2,000,000, and that the time at which 
its existence shall terminate shall be January i, 1953, 
Several hundred signatures are affixed. All or nearly 
all the stockholders in the old Bank signed this certi- 
ficate and transferred their interest to the new one. 
The new Bank adopted a new seal. An impression 
of the old seal is affixed to the assignment from the 
old Bank to the new of the corporate property. 
This assignment is in the possession of the Bank, and 
is recorded in 62 1 of conveyances at page 666. 
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At the time of the reorganization George Newbold 
was President; and the following gentlemen made 
up the board of directors : 

George Newbold, David Thompson, 

Benjamin L. Swan, Stewart Brown, 

Frederick Sheldon, William Whitlock, Jr. 

William H. Aspinwall, Robert C. Goohue, 

Thomas H. Faile, Henry A. Stone, 

August Averill, Joseph Battell, 

Hercules M. Hayes, Frederick G. Foster, 

John Cryder, John W. Whitlock, 

Mr. Newbold held the office of cashier from 1815 
to 1832, and that of president from 1832 until his 
death, in 1858; so that, reckoning from the time he 
went to Albany to procure a charter, his connection 
with the bank extended over a period of forty-seven 
years. 

Of the names in the foregoing list, that of William 
H. Aspinwall is perhaps the most widely known. 
Mr. Aspinwall was a nephew of Gardner G. Howland, 
of the firm ofG. G. & S. S. Howland, in which house 
he became a partner in 1832. In 1835 the firm 
became Howland & Aspinwall. From 1831 to 1840 
Mr. Aspinwall and his partner did the largest Pacific 
business of all the New- York merchants, and traded 
extensively with the East and West Indies. They 
owned in all seventeen or eighteen ships, and among 
them several Liverpool packets. In 1850 Mr. Aspin- 
wall ceased to take an active part in the business of 
his firm, and undertook the management of the affairs 
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of the Pacific Railroad and Panama Steamship Com- 
pany. The city of Aspinwall bears his name. He 
was a munificent patron of the fine arts and noted for 
his generosity and the indulgence which he showed 
his debtors. 

John Cryder was a member of the world- renowned 
firm of Alsop, Wetmore & Cryder of Valparaiso, 
which in its day did all the English and American 
business of that city. He afterward became a mem- 
ber of the great house of Wetmore & Cryder of 
New- York. Stewart Brown was one of the two 
principal members of the firm of Brown Brothers & 
Company. Robert C. Goodhue was a member, and, 
at the time of its dissolution, the senior member of 
the celebrated old firm of Goodhue & Company, 
which did business under that name from 1817 until 
1861. 

William Whitlock, Jr., was a merchant noted for 
his sagacity and integrity. It is said, that no earthly 
calamity was contemplated by him with such horror 
as a failure to discharge his mercantile obligations. 
He was born in this city, and his father was a sea 
captain. He did business on his own account for 
nearly sixty years. Early in life he went south, and 
in 1824 established a line of Savannah packets. In 
1825 and afterward he carried on a large trade with 
the Brazils. He also owned ships in the Havre line 
of packets which were a source of great profit to him. 

The career of the Bank since its reorganization 
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has be^n prosperous and uneventful. Its position 
has always been a leading one, and for many years 
the other banks of the city have made its vaults the 
depository of their gold. In October 1833, during 
the presidency of General Andrew Jackson, the 
United States Bank ceased to be a depositary of 
the public money. On the 8th of February, 1834, 
a large meeting was held in this city, adverse to 
removing the deposits from the United States Bank. 
The House of Representatives on the 4th of April, 
the same year, passed a resolution making some of 
the State banks depositaries of the public funds. The 
Bank of America being selected as one of them for 
the city of New-York, it was styled a ** pet bank," 
and it continued to be a deposit bank until the 
United States Treasury building, on the corner of 
Wall and Nassau streets, was ready for occupancy, 
where the Hon. Stephen Allen, as assistant treas- 
urer, fulfilled his trust with honor to himself and . 
satisfaction to the Government. In 1857, in order 
to insure more security in transferring gold and 
currency from the several banks, in payment of 
balances resulting from the exchanges made through 
the Clearing-house, the associated banks appointed 
the Bank of America the depositary for gold coin, 
which is held in trust, and for which the Bank of "^ 
America issues certificates payable in coin, in con- 
venient denominations, payable to the order of the 
banks making the deposits ; which certificates pass 
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through the Clearing-house in payment of balances. 
The certificates are redeemable at the pleasure of 
the banks holding them, but payable only to a bank 
belonging to the New-York Clearing-house Asso- 
ciation — a fine of one hundred dollars being incurred 
by any bank circulating a certificate outside of the 
association. Since the resumption of gold payments 
by the United States Government and the banks, in 
October, 1879, there has been deposited by the asso- 
ciated banks, gold coin amounting to $132,000,000, 
and during a portion of this time gold coin amount- 
ing to $47,500,000 was on deposit for account of the 
associated banks aforesaid. 

Few of our institutions have a more interesting 
history than the Bank of America, and there are few 
places more closely associated with the history of our 
city than the land it occupies. The following is a 
complete list of its presidents and cashiers since its 
incorporation : 





Presidents, 




Cashiers. 


I8I2. 


Oliver Wolcott, 


1812. 


Jonathan Burrall, 


I8I4. 


William Bayard, 


1815. 


George Newbold, 


1815. 


Jonathan Burrall,V.P., 


1832. 


James Taylor, 


I8I6. 


Thomas Buckley, 


1834. 


David Thompson, 


1832. 


George Newbold, 


1846. 


James Punnett, 


1858. 


James Punnett, 


1858. 


William L. Jenkins, 


1870. 


William L. Jenkins, 


1870. 


Robert Jaffray, 


1882. 


Edmund W. Corlies,V.P. 


1883. 


Dallas B. Pratt. 
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President Jenkins has been connected with the 
bank for over forty years. The following gentlemen 
compose the present Board of Directors : 

Horace Gray, Edmund W. Corlies, Vice- 
James M. Brown, President 

William L. Jenkins, J. Harsen Rhoades, 

Samuel Thorne, Augustus D. Juilliard, 

Charles G. Landon, Oliver Harriman, 

George A. Crocker, Frederick P. Olcott. 
David S. Egleston. 
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AN ABSTRACT OF THE TITLE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE BANK OF AMERICA 

To premises in the City of New- York shown on the 
diagram below, being the premises conveyed to 
George Newbold, President of the Bank of America, 
by deed dated December 30th, 1852, and recorded in 
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the office of the Register of the City and County of 
New- York onx January 15th, 1853, ^^ Liber 621 of 
Cons, at page 665. 

The premises in question are part of the three lots 
of land shown on the diagram below. Smith street 
was the old name for William street where it crosses 
Wall. (See any old map.) The title to lot A will 
be considered first. 
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Abraham de Peyster of the City 
of New York, Merchant, and 
Catrina his wife, and Coll. 
Nicholas Bayard of the same i 
place, Merchant, and Judith his ' 

wife, 

to 

Gabriell Thompson of the said 
City, Inn keeper and Jannitie 
his wife. 



Deed, Warranty 

and 

Covenant Against 

Grantors' Acts. 



Dated Nov. 23, 

1 701, 13 Wm. 3 

Cons. ;^i20. 



This Indenture " made in the thirteenth year of 
the reign of our Sovereign Lord William the Third 
by the Grace of God of England, Scotland, France 
and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c.," recites 
that Abraham de Peyster and Nicholas Bayard, by 
virtue of a purchase formerly made from Coll. Thomas 
Dongan, are possessed of several lots of land in the 
City of New- York to the north side of the street 
commonly called Waal street, between the lots of 
ground of the said Abraham de Peyster, which he 
lately purchased of John West and the land lately 
granted by said Coll. Thomas*Dongan to John Palmer 
and James Graham. 

Conveys *' All that a certain lott of ground being 
the eastermost corner lott of the lotts before recited 
fronting to the south upon Waal Street to the east 
upon Smith street to the north and west other lotts 
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of said Abraham De Peyster and Nicholas Bayard 
containing in front and in the reare each twenty-five 
feet and in length on both sides seventy-five feet all 
English measure, and all ways passages profitts, com- 
moditties, priviledges, liberties, hereditaments and ap- 
purtenances whatsoever unto the said lott of ground 
belonging or in any wise appertaining or therewithal 
used, occupied, enjoyed, accepted, reputed or taken 
to be parcell or member thereof or belonging there- 
unto and the reversion and reversions remainder and 
remainders, rents, issues and profits of the same or 
any part, parcell or member thereof" 

Proved Oct. 28, 1721 before Jacobus Kip, Justice 
of the Peace. Recorded in the office of the Town 
Clerk of N. Y. City on Nov. 8, 1721, in Lib. 30 of 
Conveyances, pp. 184-186 (now Liber 30, in Regis- 
ter's Office) and in the possession of the Bank. 

Gabriell Thompson died seized of said lot of ground 
and in debt to several persons. See recitals in deed 
to Francis Bayard Winthrop hereinafter noted and 
recorded in 46 of Conveyances, p. 518. 

An Act of the General Assembly of the Colony of 
New- York entitled "An Act to enable Garrit 
Van Horne and Cornelius Van Horne son of 
said Garrit Van Horne to sell and dispose of a 
certain house and ground situate lying and being 
in the city of New- York" passed November 19, 
1720. 
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The title of the above act and date of passage 
thereof are given in Livingston and Smith's Laws of 
New- York at page 139. A copy is in the possession 
of the Bank. The original should be on file in the 
office of the Secretary of State. 

This act recites that the premises described in the 
deed next noted were formerly owned by Gabriel 
Thompson, deceased, that some of his children are 
not of age, that his children are desirous that their 
father's debts should be paid, that the personal estate 
has been exhausted, and that some of his children 
have petitioned the General Assembly for an act 
enabling them to sell the aforesaid premises in order 
that said debts may be paid, and authorizes and 
enables Garrit Van Home and Cornelius Van Home 
to sell the said premises at public auction after public 
notice by advertisement thirty days prior to the sale, 
and directs that the proceeds be applied to the pay- 
ment of the debts of said Gabriel Thompson. 



Garrit Van Horne and his son 1 Deedy Covenant 

Cornelius Van Horne both of 1 of 

the City of New- York, Mer-[ Warranty. 
chants. 1 

to ( Dated Jan. 10, 

Christopher Banker of the saidi 1720, 7 Geo. i 

City, Merchant. I Cons. ^^t. 



Recites the last noted act of the General Assembly 
and that the said Garrit and Cornelius Van Horne 
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have pursuant to the same act '* by auction and pub- 
lic vendue the third day of this instant month of Jan- 
uary as may at large appear by Coll. Robert Lurting 
the vendue master his public sale then sold and dis- 
posed to the above said Christopher Banker, — All that 
certain house and ground formerly belonging to 
Gabriell Thompson, late of the City of New- York, 
deceased, the house and ground is situated lying and 
being in the City of New- York as aforesaid fronting 
southerly to Wall street, easterly to Tienhovens 
street, westerly to land belonging to Mr. Samuel 
Bayard, and northerly to land belonging to Coll. 
Abraham de Peyster, containing in length on both 
sides seventy-five feet and in breadth in the front and 
rear twenty -five feet all English measure." 

Conveys the premises last above described. The 
original terms of this sale are in the possession of the 
Bank. They speak of Tienhovens St. as ** Smiths 
or Tienhovens St." 

Acknowledged Jan. lo, 1720, before Gerard Beek- 
man, J. P., and recorded Nov. 14, 1721, in Town 
Clerk's office in Liber 30 of Conveyances, pp. 187- 
189, and now in the possession of the Bank. 
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Christopher Bancker acquired title to lots B and 
C as follows : 



Samuel Bayard. 



to 



Christopher Bancker. 



Deedy Warranty 

and 
Full Covenants. 

Dated Jan. i6, 
i739> 13 Geo. 2 

Cons. ;^I24. 



Conveys '*A11 that a certain lott and toft of ground 
situate lying and being within the City of New- York 
in the street commonly called and known by the name 
of Wall street and to the north side thereof contain- 
ing in breadth front and reare twenty-five foot, and 
in length on the east and west side seventy-four foot 
more or less all English measure and having to the 
east the house and ground of the said Christopher 
Bancker, and on the west and north two lotts of 
ground belonging to the heirs of Coll. Abraham De 
Peyster deceased." 

Ack'd Jan. 30, 1 739 before John Roosevelt, Master 
in Chancery and Rec'd June 21, 183 1, in Liber 274 
at p. 513. Original in possession of Bank. 
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Deed, Warranty 
John Hamilton and Elizabeth, \ and 

his wife ( Full Covenants. 

and 



Christopher Banker. 



Dated May 25, 

1745. 
Cons. ;^ioo. 



Conveys all that lot of ground in the North Ward 
of the City of New- York fronting to Smith's street, 
called Lot No. 2 in the deeds of the division thereof 
between Abraham de Peyster deceased and Samuel 
Bayard beginning at the north-east corner of the lot 
on which the dwelling house of the said Christopher 
Banker is erected and from, thence running north- 
easterly along Smith's street twenty-three^ feet eight 
inches, in breadth, and thence running back nearly on 
a perpendicular seventy-five feet in length, thence 
south-westerly parallel to Smith's street aforesaid 
twenty-three feet,eight inches, in breadth in the rear, 
and thence south-easterly parallel to the second line 
aforesaid seventy-five feet .to Smith's street aforesaid 
at the beginning ; bounded south-easterly by Smith's 
street, north-easterly by lot No. i, belonging to 
Samuel Bayard, north-westerly by lot No. 5, belong- 
ing to Samuel Bayard, and south-westerly by lot No. 
4, belonging to De Peyster, and two lots belonging 
to the said Christopher. 

Ack'd Aug. 19, 1745 before Joseph Murray, of His 
Majesty's Council, and Rec'd June 21, 183 1 in Liber 
274 at p. 515. Original in possession of the Bank^ 
9 
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Christopher Bancker thus acquired title to the 
premises in question. 



Dated Feb. 22, 

1752. Codicil 

Last Will and Testament J dated March 1 2, 

1756. Rec'd in 
N. Y. Co., May 

Christopher Bancker. \ ^^» ^7^3- Liber 

24 of Wills p. 
44. 



0/ 



After bequeathing ;^io to his son Evert Bancker, 
devises and bequeaths all the residue of his estate 
real and personal, to and amongst his children Evert, 
Adrian, Richard, Christopher and William absolute- 
ly and in fee in equal shares. 

In case one or more of his said children shall die 
under age and without issue directs that the share of 
the child or children so dying shall be divided among 
the survivors. 

Empowers his executors hereinafter named and the 
survivors and survivor of them or the major part of 
them to sell his real estate. 

Appoints his children Evert Bancker, Adrian 
Bancker, Richard Bancker, and Christopher Bancker 
executors. 

By the Codicil he devises all lands acquired 
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after the execution of the will to his children in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of the will. 

Letters Testamentary were granted by Robert 
Monckton, Esq., " Captain General, and Governor in 
Chief in and over the Province of New- York and the 
territories depending thereon in America, Vice- 
Admiral of the same and Major General of His 
Majesty's forces," to Evert, Adrian and Richard 
Bancker, the surviving executors in said will named, 
on May 26, 1 763. Liber 24 of Wills, page 48. 

Christopher Bancker, the third son of the testator, 
died intestate and without issue in the lifetime of his 
father. See recitals in deed to Francis Bayard 
Winthrop below noted. 



Evert Bancker, Merchant, eld- | Deed — covenant 

est sonand heir at law of Chris- I vs. grantor. 

TOPHER Bancker, deceased, / 

I Dated Oct. 1, 1763 

^^ /Ackd.Oct.19,1763 

Adrian Bancker, Jr. Richard I Reed. Oct. 26, 1763 

Bancker and William Banck- \ Lib. 36 p. 441. 

ER, Merchants. Cons. 10 s. 



Recites that upon the death of said Christopher 
Bancker, Sr. one fifth of all his real estate descended 
to Evert Bancker as his heir at law, and that the said 
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Evert Bancker, at the request of the said Christopher 
before his death, had covenanted with the said parties 
of the second part, to convey to each of them respec- 
tively after his father s decease, one undivided fourth 
part of the said fifth part. 

Conveys three undivided fourth parts of said fifth 
part of the premises whereof the said Christopher 
Bancker died, seised (describing them) including the 
following premises : 

The dwelling house and lot and the store-house or 
chaise-house, and lot of ground thereunto adjoining, 
situate in the North Ward of the said City, and 
bounded southwesterly in front upon Wall street, 
southeasterly by Smith street, northwesterly and 
southwesterly upon land of Coll. De Peyster, deceased, 
and northwesterly also upon land of David Provoost, 
and northeasterly in the rear upon land of the said 
David Provoost, being in breadth in front upon Wall 
street 50 feet, in length along Smith street 98 feet, 
8 inches, and in length on the northwest side from 
Wall street, to the rear of the land aforesaid of Coll. 
De Peyster 74 feet, and from thence running north- 
westerly along the rear of said De Peyster's land 25 
feet, thence running northeasterly along the land of 
David Provoost 23 feet, 8 inches, and being in breadth 
in the rear from Smith street aforesaid, to the land of 
David Provoost 75 feet. 
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At this time all real estate descended to the eldest 
son in accordance with the English law of primogeni- 
ture. 



Adrian Bancker and Anna his 
wife, Richard Bancker and 
Sarah his wife, and William [ Deed 

Bancker, 

. DatedOct. 18,1763. 

to ^ 

Evert Bancker 



Conveys the premises which were conveyed by the 
deeds above noted recorded in 30 of Cons, at p. 184 
and 274 of Cons, at p. 515 being said lots A and C. 

This deed is not recorded. The above is taken 
from the recitals in the deed to Francis Bayard Win- 
thrpp below noted. According to a certificate of 
search by the Secretary of State made down to 1 790 
in the possession of the Bank, the deed is not re- 
corded in his office. 
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Evert Bancker, Adrian 
Bancker and Anna his 
wife, and Richard Bancker 
and Sarah his wife, 

to 
William Bancker. 



Deed. 

Dated Oct. i8, 1763. 
Rec'd in Sec'y of 

State's Office 
Liber 16 p. 355. 



Conveys the premises conveyed by the deed above 
noted, recorded in 274 of Cons, at 513, being said 
lotB. 

This deed is recited in the deed to Francis Bayard 
Winthrop below noted. 

William Bancker and J Deed Warranty & Full 

Covenants except Covenant 
of further assurance. 

Dated Jan. 31, 1764, 
Cons. ;^900. 



Anna, his wife, 
to 
Evert Bancker. 



Conveys all that certain store house or chaise 
house and lott of ground situate in the North Ward of 
the City of New York, bounded southwesterly in 
front upon Wall street, southeasterly upon the 
dwelling house and ground of the said Evert 
Bancker, northwesterly and southwesterly upon 
land of Coll. De Peyster, deceased ; . and north- 
westerly upon land of David Provoost and north- 
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easterly in the rear also upon land of the said David 
Provoost being in breadth in front upon Wall street 
aforesaid 25 feet, and in length on the southeaster- 
most side along the ground of the said Evert 
Bancker to extend from Wall street, northeasterly 
75 feet, thence running northwesterly along the 
ground of the said Evert Bancker 1 2 >^ feet, thence 
running northeasterly 23 feet, 8 inches to the land 
of David Provoost ; and the said lot is to extend on 
the northwest side thereof from Wall street, 74 feet 
along the said land late of Coll. De Peyster to the 
rear of the said De Peyster's lot, thence running 
northwesterly along the rear of said De Peyster s 
lot to the land of David Provoost 25 feet, thence 
running northeasterly along the land of David 
Provoost 23 feet, 8 inches thence running south- 
easterly in the rear aforesaid along the ground of 
David Provoost ^yj^ feet; and also all that certain 
gangway or passage of 3 >^ feet in breadth lying at 
the rear of said Evert Bancker's lot and dwelling 
house aforesaid and running from Smith street along 
the ground of David Provoost ^yj^ feet till it comes 
to the lot hereby conveyed. 

Acknowledged Feb. 17, 1764, before John Van 
Cortlandt Master in Chancery and recorded June 
21, 1 83 1 in Liber 274 at page 517. Original in the 
possession of the Bank. 

Evert Bancker thus became entitled to all the 
premises in quetstion. 
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It will be noticed that William Bancker's deed 
last noted conveys a portion of lot C, the title to 
which appears to have been already vested in Evert 
Bancker. From an old diagram in the possession 
of the Bank, drawn by Evert Bancker, it appears 
that the agreement at the time of the partition was 
that William Bancker should have the premises con- 
veyed by the deed last noted and Evert Bancker the 
rest of Lot C and Lot A and at the time of the last 
noted conveyance it may have been supposed that 
conveyances had been actually executed according 
to this agreement. 



Evert Bancker 
to 



Deed, W. & F, C 



Dated Mch. 1 2, 1 790 
Francis Bayard \ Cons. ;^2400. 

WiNTHROP. 



Recites the deed above noted recorded in Liber 
30 of Cons, at page 1 84, conveying Lot A. 

Recites also the deed above noted recorded in 
274 of Cons, at page 513 conveying Lot B. 

Recites also the deed above noted recorded in 
274 of Cons, at page 515 conveying Lot C. 

Recites also at length the title of Evert Bancker 
to the premises conveyed by said three deeds. 

Conveys all those three lots of ground, &c., con- 
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veyed by the said three deeds recorded in 30 of 
Cons, page 184, 274 of Cons, at page 513 and 274 
of Cons, at page 515 " described not only in the said 
above in part recited deeds but in a certain map or 
chart of the said three lots of land made by the said 
Evert Bancker." 

Ack'd Mar. 1 2, 1 790 before Richard Morris, C. J. 
of N. Y. and recorded July 18, 1791 in Liber 46 at 
page 518. Original in possession of Bank. 

Said **map or chart" is in the possession of the Bank. 

The President, Directors and Company, of the 
Bank of America, were incorporated by Chapter 78 
of the Laws of 181 2 passed June 2, 181 2, the ex- 
istence of said corporation to continue until the 
second Monday of May, 1832. Said corporation 
was empowered to purchase, hold and convey real 
estate ** provided that the real estate which it may 
be lawful for the said corporation to hold shall be 
only such as shall be requisite or necessary for its 
accommodation in relation to the transaction of its 
business, or the accommodation of any of its officers 
or such as shall have been bona fide mortgaged to it 
by way of security, or conveyed to it in satisfaction 
of debts previously contracted in the course of its 
dealing, or purchased at sales upon judgments which 
shall have been obtained for such debts." By Chap- 
ter 27 of the Laws of 1831, passed Feb. 2, 1831, the 
charter of the Bank was extended to Jan. i, 1853. 
10 
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The Bank for several years after its incorporation 
occupied a portion of the premises in question under 
a lease. 



Francis B. Winthrop, 

to I Lease. 

The President, Dire;c- [ Dated June 2*5, 181 2. 
TORS, and Company of I In the possession of the 
the Bank of America, i Bank. 



Leases the house and lot situate at the corner of 
Wall and William streets, in the City of New York, 
now or lately occupied by the Franklin Book Com- 
pany for the term of two years from the date thereof, 
at the yearly rent of $2,000 payable quarterly the 
25th days of September, December, March and 
June. 

Executed for the Bank by Oliver Wolcott, Prest. 

The lease was afterwards extended to June 25, 
1818, at a rental of $1,600 and taxes, and again to 
June 25, 1828, at the same rental, and again to June 
25, 1833, at a rental of $2,000 and taxes and assess- 
ments. The last two extensions are executed by 
Thos. Buckley, Prest 
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Francis Bayard Winthrop died on May i6, 1817. 
See recitals in 274 of Cons, at pages 521, 528. 



Last Will and Testament 



Dated June i, 1813. 

Proved in N. Y. Co. 

May 20, 181 7.* Liber 

f I 53 p. 584. Proved also 

[in Supreme Court May 

Francis Bayard Winthrop \ ^^^ ^^^o, and Rec'd in 

Liber A of Wills at 
page 425. 



To his wife Phebe devises and bequeaths the 
use of his mansion house, out houses and land there- 
unto belonging in Wall street in the City of New 
York, known by number twenty-nine, now occupied 
by testator, during her natural life, and after her 
death directs that the said mansion house, out houses 
and land be sold by his Executors, and the proceeds 
thereof equally divided among his children then 
surviving and the issue of such of them as may be 
deceased per stirpes. 

Directs that such part of his real estate as will be 
least detrimental to the whole and so much thereof 
as will produce the sum of $20,000 be sold by his 
Executrix and Executors and that the income of said 
sum be paid to his said wife for life and the principal 
divided upon her decease among his then surviving 
children and the issue of deceased children. 
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The above provisions declared to be in lieu of 
dower and in case his wife declines to accept the 
same in lieu of dower "then the said provisions 
devises and bequests to her to cease and be deemed 
revoked and the direction in regard to the sale of the 
real estate as aforesaid to be countermanded and the 
estate and property above devised and bequeathed 
to her to fall into and be disposed of as the residue 
of my estate is hereinafter disposed of." 

After sundry other devises and bequests, de- 
vises and bequeaths to the children which he now 
has or hereafter may have all the residue of his 
estate, in fee simple, to have and to hold the same 
as tenants in common, in equal shares, the issue of 
any deceased child to be entitled to the proportion 
which would have gone to such child if living. 

Appoints his wife Phebe, Executrix, and his sons 
John Still Winthrop, Francis Bayard Winthrop, Jr., 
and William Henry Winthrop, Executors. 

Letters testamentary were granted to John 
Still Winthrop, Francis Bayard Winthrop, Jr., and 
William Henry Winthrop on May 20, 181 7, Liber 
53 of Wills page 589. 

For the old numbering of Wall street see ** Run- 
ner's Vade Mecum" in Directory for 1832. The 
premises in question were then known as Nos. 29 
& 3 1 Wall street ; No. 3 1 bemg the corner house. 
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The testator left surviving him his widow Phebe 
and seven children, John Still, Francis Bayard, 
William Henry, Thomas Charles, Cornelia, wife of 
Charles W. Taylor, Charlotte Ann, wife of John 
Myer Aspinwall, and Mary Jane, his only heirs at 
law and residuary devisees. 

After the death of the testator Mary Jane mar- 
ried Thomas Parkin. See the recitals in deeds re- 
corded in 274 of Cons, at p. 528, 185 of Cons, at p. 
170 and 274 of Cons, at p. 521. 



John Still Winthrop and 

Harriet Winthrop his I Deed, bargain & sale. 
wife ofthe Town of Stam- / 
ford in the County of/ Dated Nov. 30, 1822, 
Fairfield and State of I Ack'd 
Connecticut, > r^^,j j^^^ ^^^ ^g^^ 



to 
Fitch Rogers. 



Lib. 274, p. 536. 
Cons. $3,000. 



Conveys, ** All our and each of our right, title 
interest, estate, claim and demand both at law and 
in equity and as well in possession and expectancy, 
of, in and to two certain three story brick houses 
situate in the City of New York, the one being at 
the corner of William and Wall streets, lately the 
property of Francis B. Winthrop, the other house 
adjoining to the one above described also formerly 
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the property of the said Francis B. Winthrop, with 
all and singular the hereditaments and appurtenances 
thereunto belonging or in any wise appertaining." 

Harriet the wife of the said John Still Winthrop 
was the daughter of the said Fitch Rogers. 

As appears from the will of Fitch Rogers below 
noted the above was merely a mortgage. 



Dated Nov. 20, 1826. 

Last Will and Testament J Codicil dated Dec. i8. 

1826. Proved at Stam- 

r \ ford, Conn., July 5, 

I 1828, and Recorded in 

Fitch Rogers. \ ^^ ^ Co. Aug 13, 

1828, Lib. 62 of Wills 
p. 236. 



Provides as follows : *• Whereas I have advanced 
large sums of money to my son-in-law John S. 
Winthrop to secure the payment of which he has 
assigned over to me his right and title in two three 
story brick houses in the City of New- York, the one 
on the corner of William and Wall streets the other 
adjoining thereto and also his right and title to one 
two story brick house in said City of New-York and 
also his right and title in a certain mortgage on 
Fisher's Island, and another mortgage from Charles 
Winthrop, on York Island of about two thousand 
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dollars which last mentioned mortgage has been 
paid in to me since said assignment and the avails 
thereof vested in stock in the * Equitable Fire Insur- 
ance Company' in the said City of New- York, 
which stock stands in my name and whereas, said 
Winthrop also assigned to me for the same purpose 
certain articles of household furniture, now it is my 
will that if said Winthrop shall fail to redeem said 
assigned property during my life time that the use 
of said furniture and the interest of the other as- 
signed property shall go to my daughter Harriet 
during her life said interest to be paid her annually 
by my said executors and at her death the whole of 
said assigned property to be divided equally among 
her children to go to them and their heirs forever." 

The testator appointed his wife Hannah, John 
W. Holly and Seymour Jarvis, Executrix and Exe- 
cutors. This will and codicil were proved, at a 
Court of Probate held at Stamford in and for the 
District of Stamford on July 5, 1828, and all three 
of the executors qualified. John W. Holly, one of 
the Executors qualified as such before the Surrogate 
of the County of New- York on August 13, 1828. 
(Lib. 62 of Wills p. 236.) 
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John W. Holly, sole act- 
ing Executor in the State 
of New- York of the last 
Will and Testament of 
Fitch Rogers 

to 
John S. Winthrop. 



Deed, Bargain & Sale, 

Dated Mar. 17, 1831. 
Ack'd April 2, 1831. 
Rec'd June 24, 1831. 
Lib. 274, p. 537. 
Original in possession 

of Bank. 
Cons. $1. 



Conveys all the right, title, etc., of the said Fitch 
Rogers at the time of his death as mortgagee or 
otherwise or which the party of the first part exec- 
utor as aforesaid has or can claim of, in and to, — two 
certain three story brick houses situate in the City 
of New- York, the one being at the corner of William 
and Wall streets, lately property of Francis B. Win- 
throp, the other house adjoining to the one above 
described, also formerly the property of the said Fran- 
cis B. Winthrop. 



'/ 
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\ Deed with Gov't as to 
William Henry Winthrop I Title. 

and Margaret Ann, his / 
wife, I Dated Feb. 28, 1825. 

) Ack'd Mar. 3, 1825. 
^^ I Rec'd Mar. 14, 1825. 

Thomas Charles Winthrop I _ ' ^l ^* 



Cons^ $8000. 



Recites that the heirs and devisees of Francis Bay- 
ard Winthrop, deceased, viz: John Still Winthrop, 
Francis Bayard Winthrop, Charles W. Taylor, and 
Cornelia, his wife, John M. Aspinwall, and Charlotte 
Ann, his wife, Mary Jane Winthrop, William H. 
Winthrop, and Thomas Charles Winthrop, by inden- 
ture dated March i, 18 18, made between them and 
Phebe Winthrop, instead of making sales of real 
estate in order to raise the above-mentioned sum of 
$20,000, agreed to charge and did charge the payment 
of the interest of said $20,000, being $1400 annually 
upon a certain house and lot of ground which was 
part of testator's residuary real estate situate at the 
corner of Wall and William streets. 

Recites also the devise to Phebe Winthrop during 
her natural life of the use and profit of her husband's 
mansion house, out houses and land thereunto belong- 
ing in Wall street, in the City of New-York, known 
by the number 29. 

Recites also that the said William H. Winthrop is 
II 
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entitled to one-seventh of the reversion in the whole 
of the said two messuages or houses, lots of land and 
premises, after the death of the said Phebe, and of 
the proceeds thereof on a sale thereof after her 
decease. 

Conveys all the right, title, etc., of the said parties 
of the first part, of, in, and to the undivided seventh 
part of all and singular -the said mansion house, out 
houses, and lot at the corner of Wall and William 
streets, which two houses, lots, and premises are 
known and distinguished by the numbers 29 and 31 
in Wall street, and lie contiguous to each other and 
are bounded southwesterly in front by Wall street, and 
southeasterly by William street, and also one-seventh 
part of^he net proceeds of the sale of the said houses, 
lots, and premises whenever the same shall be sold 
by the Executors of Francis Bayard Winthrop, de- 
ceased. 

Subject to the aforesaid devise to and charge in fa- 
vor of Phebe Winthrop, and the power of sale vested 
in the Executors. 

Thomas Charles Winthrop thus became entitled 
to two sevenths of the premises in question subject 
as aforesaid. 
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Thomas Charles WiNTHROP Mortgage of Indem- 
and Georgianna Maria, / ^^^y- 
his wife 

to 



Dated Feb, 28, 1825. 
Ack'd Mar. 3, 1825. 
William H. Winthrop. I R^c'd Mar. '9, 1825. 



Liber 77, p. 433. 



Recites the above noted conveyance from William 
H. Winthrop and wife to Thomas Charles ^inthrop 
recorded in 185 of Cons, at p. 235 and that said con- 
veyance was made in exchange for a conveyance from 
Thomas Charles Winthrop to William H. Winthrop 
of his interest in Fisher's Island. 

Recites also that Thomas Charles Winthrop had 
heretofore mortgaged his interest in Fisher's Island 
to William Winthrop. 

Conveys the same premises as the above noted 
deed recorded in 185 of Cons, at p. 235. 

Upon condition that if the said Thomas Charles 
Winthrop shall save harmless the said William H. 
Winthrop from the said mortgage to William Win- 
throp, or any other mortgage heretofore given by 
Thomas Charles Winthrop to William Winthrop cov- 
ering Fisher's Island, the estate hereby granted shall 
cease, etc. 
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Thomas Charles Winthrop 

to 

John Hone, Junior. 



Mortgage $iOyOOo. 

Dated April 1 7, 1826. 
Ack'd ** ** '' 
Rec'd Jan. 2, 1827. 
Liber 96, page 376. 



Covers, all the undivided seventh part of all those 
certain two messuages or dwelling-houses and lots 
etc. whereof Francis Bayard Winthrop died seized 
situate in the First Ward of the City of New- York 
on the northeast side of Wall street, and now known 
as Nos. 29 and 31 in Wall street, said house and lot 
3 1 Wall street, being situated on the northerly corner 
of Wall and William streets, and now occupied as a 
banking-house by the President, Directors, and Com- 
pany of the Bank of America, and said house and lot 
No. 29, being adjoining thereto, and now occupied 
by the Fulton Fire Insurance Co. 



Thomas Charles Winthrop 



to 



John Hone, Jr. 



Deed of Trust. 

Dated May 5, 1827. 
Ack'd May 5, 1827. 
Rec'd May 5, 1827. 
Liber 219, p. 535. 
Cons. $1^ &c. 



Recites that the late firm of Stratton & Winthrop 
is indebted to John Hone, Jr. and others, in amounts 
which the firm property may not be sufficient to pay. 
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Recites, also that the l^st noted mortgage was 
executed as collateral security for certain debts due 
John Hone, Jr. 

Recites, also that Thomas Charles Winthrop was 
a member of said firm. 

Conveys, all the right, title &c., of the said Thomas 
Charles Winthrop in the two lots described in the 
last noted mortgage. 

Upon trust to sell the same and in case the part- 
nership funds of Stratton and Winthrop are insuffi- 
cient to pay their debts due to John Hone, Jr., and 
other creditors, to apply the proceeds to the pay- 
ment of whatever sum may remain due to said Hone 
from the said firm and then to pay to the creditors 
of the firm and to the creditors of the said Thomas 
Charles Winthrop to whom he shall be indebted by 
reason of loans of stock or money to him for the 
use of the firm, such sums respectively as the said 
Thomas Charles Winthrop shall designate by requests 
in writing. 

John Hone, Jr., Trustee, thus became seised of 
two sevenths of the premises in question, subject to 
the devise to and charge in favor of Phebe Winthrop 
and the power of sale vested in the executors of 
Francis Bayard Winthrop, one seventh being also 
subject to the above noted mortgage of indemnity 
and the other seventh being subject to the mortgage 
to John Hone, Jr. individually for $10,000. 
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John Hone, Jr., of the City 
of New- York, Merchant, 
of the first part Thomas 
Charles Winthrop of i 
the said City, Merchant, ^ 
and Georgianna Maria, 
his wife, of the second^ 
part, 

and 



William H. Winthrop of 
the said City, Merchant, 
of the third part. 



Deed, cov't v. grantor. 

Dated July 12, 1828. 
Ack'd July 14, 1828. 
Rec'd Aug. 8, 1828. 
Liber 239 p. 359. 
Cons. $1, and the 
premises. 



/ 



Recites, that Thomas Charles Winthrop by an 
order dated May 5, 1827, directed the said John 
Hone, Jr., out of the proceeds of the sales of the 
premises conveyed by the trust deed last noted to 
pay to the said William H. Winthrop, Executor of 
the said William Winthrop now deceased, whatever 
sums he might have remaining in his hands accord- 
ing to the terms of the said trust deed on account 
and in satisfaction of the said bond and mortgage of 
the said William Winthrop (such bond having been 
given on a loan of stock by the said Wm. Winthrop, 
to the said Thomas Charles Winthrop for the use of 
said firm of Stratton and Winthrop) which order was 
accepted by the said John Hone, Jr. 
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Recites, also, that more than $8000, is now due 
on said mortgage to William Winthrop, and that 
William H. Winthrop is his sole executor, and that 
William H. Winthrop holds the said mortgage re- 
corded in 77 of Mortgages at p. 433, as an indemnity 
against the said mortgage to William Winthrop, 

Recites also that the parties hereto have agreed 
that William H. Winthrop shall take the absolute 
title to the premises covered by the said mortgage 
of indemnity for the sum of $8000, and credit that 
amount on the said bond and mortgage of William 
Winthrop and that the said John Hone, Jr., shall 
release to the said William H. Winthrop the equity 
of redemption vested in him by the said trust deed. 

Party of the first part conveys to the party of 
the third part all the right title and interest and 
reversion which was conveyed by William H. Win- 
throp and wife to the said Thomas Charles Win- 
throp of in and to the undivided seventh part of 
the two several houses and lots and lands thereto 
belonging situate in Wall street in the First Ward 
of the City of New- York and known by the numbers 
29 and 31 respectively one of them being the man- 
sion house, outhouses and land thereto belonging 
which was devised by Francis Bayard Winthrop, 
deceased, to his wife Phebe during her natural life 
and the other of them the house and lot next thereto 
adjoining at the comer of Wall and William streets 
aforesaid, bounded southwesterly in front by Wall 
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street, southeasterly by William street, and also one 
seventh of the proceeds of the sales thereof 

The parties of the second part release to the party 
of the third part the said premises and the proceeds 
of the sales thereof 

/ 
The various interests of the parties to this con- 
veyance at the time of the execution thereof in the 
one-seventh of the premises in question affected 
thereby were as follows : 

1. John Hone, Jr. A trust therein for the benefit 
of creditors subject to the mortgage next below 
mentioned. 

2. William H. Winthrop. A mortgage of in- 
demnity against the mortgage below mentioned. 

3. Thomas Charles Winthrop. The reversion- 
ary interest in said seventh after the termination of 
the trust for creditors. 

The other interest (affected by this conveyance) of 
the parties thereto was as follows : 

4. William H. Winthrop, as Executor of Will- 
iam Winthrop. A claim against Thomas Charles 
Winthrop for more than $8000, secured by a mort- 
gage on property of William H. Winthrop. 

As William H. Winthrop took the property in 
part payment of a debt due him as Executor it would 
seem that he would hold the property as Executor. 

The will of William Winthrop was proved on 
April 30, 1827, and recorded in New- York County, 
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in Liber 6i of Wills, at page 229. By this will he 
devised and bequeathed all his property with the 
exception of legacies amounting to $29,811, to his 
nephew the said William H. Winthrop. It may be 
assumed, therefore, that William H. Winthrop was 
entitled to take this property himself in payment of 
the mortgage to William Winthrop, 

After this conveyance John Hone, Jr. Trustee, 
remained seised of one-seventh of the premises in 
question subject to the aforesaid devise, charge and 
power of sale and to the mortgage to him individ- 
ually for $10,000. The intended effect of this con- 
veyance was to restore to William H. Winthrop the 
seventh which he formerly conveyed to Thomas 
Charles Winthrop and to merge the mortgage of 
indemnity. 

John Hone, Jr., died about April 9, 1829, intestate, 
and on June 11, 1829, letters of administration were 
granted to Isaac S. Hone (see complaint in suit 
next noted and Liber 25, Letters of Administration, 
p. 148). 
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In Chancery, First Circuit. Before the Vice 
Chancellor. 



Thomas C. Winthrop and 
Georgianna M., his wife 

against 

Isaac S. Hone, Adminis- 
trator of John Hone, Jun- 
ior, deceased. 



1830, Jan. 23. Bill filed. Setsforth that John Hone, Jr. 
held certain personal property as trus- 
tee for Georgianna M. Winthrop, un- 
der a certain deed of trust dated D^c. 
2, 1826, in the possession of complain- 
ants, providing for the payment of the 
income to her, with remainder over 
as she should by will appoint in case 
her husband survived her, and direct- 
ing the payment of the principal to 
her in case she survived her husband. 
Asks for an accounting and that Philo 
L. Mills be appointed Trustee in the 
place of John Hone, Jr. 

1830, Jan. 28. Answer filed. Joins in the prayer of 
the complainants. 
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1830, Feb, 17. Order of reference on consent direct- 
ing account to be taken by a Master. 

1830, May 24, Master's report filed. Dated Mar. 6, 
1830. Thomas Wills, Master. Re- 
ports among other things that on 
Dec. 31, 1829, the defendant invested 
$4,993.19 of the trust property in a 
mortgage dated Apl. 17, 1826, exe- 
cuted by Thomas Charles Winthrop 
to John Hone, Jr. upon one undivided 
seventh of Nos. 29 to 31 Wall street 
to secure $10,000, which mortgage is 
now held by defendant as trustee for 
the said Georgianna M. Winthrop 
to the amount of the said sum of 
$4,993.19 with interest from Nov. i, 
1829. 

May 24, Petition of Georgianna M. and Thomas C. 
Winthrop filed. Asks that the Court 
direct that the new Trustee hold the 
trust fund upon trust to pay it to Mrs* 
Winthrop, or any third person if she 
shall so in writing direct. 

May 24, Decree entered. Confirms report Appoints 
Philo L. Mills, Trustee in the place 
of John Hone, Jr., and directs that 
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Isaac S. Hone pay over to him the 
trust fund and assign to him the said 
mortgage made for the security of 
$4,993.19. Directs also that Philo 
L, Mills hold the said trust property 
according to the prayer of the said 
petition. 
A copy of the trust deed under which the above 
mortgage was held is annexed to the Master's Re- 
port. Its provisions are set out in the complaint. 



\ Ass't of Mortgage. 
Isaac S. Hone, as Adm'r of I 

John Hone, Junior, / Dated May 23, 183 1. 

\ Proved May 27, 1 83 1. 

'^ f Rec'd June 21, 1831. 

Philo L. Mills, Trustee. ) ]^^^' 1^7' P- ^^S- 

/ Cons. $1. 



Recites, the decree in the last noted suit, and 
that there was due on the last mentioned mortgage 
the said sum of $41993.19 at the time mentioned in 
said decree. 

Assigns the above noted mortgage recorded in 96 
of Mortgages at p. 376. 

John Hone, Jr., died on Apl. 9, 1829. 
Proceedings were taken for the appointment of a 
new trustee under i R. S. 730 § 68. 
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In Chancery the First Circuit. Before the 
Vice Chancellor. 



In the Matter of the 
Petition 

of 
Thomas C. Winthrop. 

1 83 1, Apl. 12, Petition filed. Sets forth the above 
noted Trust Deed executed by Thomas 
Charles Winthrop to John Hone, Jr., 
recorded in 219 of Cons, at p. 535 and 
alleges the death of John Hone, Jr. 
Asks that Thomas Parkin be ap- 
pointed Trustee in the place of John 
Hone, Jr. 

'* '* " Order of reference to Frederic De 
Peyster, Jr. Master to inquire as to 
the competency of Thomas Parkin, 

" 30 Report filed. Dated Apl. 28, 1831. 

" '* " Order entered appointing Thomas 
Parkin, Trustee in the place of John 
Hone, Jr. 

John Myer Aspinwall by deed of trust to John 
Van Beuiren dated June 10, 1823, and recorded on 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



94 

Feb. 19, 1825 in Liber 185 of Cons, at page 170, 
settled all his interest in his wife's property to her 
separate use. 

By a decree of the Chancellor made on Apl. 14, 
1827 and enrolled July 13, 1828 in the suit of Van 
Beuren against Aspinwall, John L. Lawrence and 
John C. Hamilton were appointed trustees in place 
of John Van Beuren who conveyed the trust property 
to said Lawrence and Hamilton by deed recorded on 
May 3, 1827 in 220 of Cons, at page 27. 

John Meyer Aspinwall also conveyed to Thomas 
Parkin all his contingent interest in said trust prop- 
erty under said deed of trust upon trust to transfer 
the same as Charlotte Ann Aspinwall should appoint, 
(See Deed and Declaration of Trust recorded, Oct. 
19, 1827 in 225 of Cons, at page 536) and Thomas 
Parkin in obedience to an appointment by Charlotte 
Ann Aspinwall executed a conveyance of everything 
which had been conveyed to him back to John Myer 
Aspinwall. (See appointment and Deed recorded 
Feb. 14, 1828 in 229 of Cons, at p. 348.) 

By order of the Vice Chancellor entered May 10, 
1 83 1, In the Matter of Aspinwall said Lawrence and 
Hamilton were directed to join in the conveyance to 
the President, Directors and Company of the Bank 
of America. 

As John Myer Aspinwall had only a life interest 
in the property and is now dead the trusts created 
by him do not now affect the title. 
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John Still Winthrop, Francis Bayard 
WiNTHROP and William Henry Win- 
throp, acting Executors of the Last 
Will andTestamentof Francis Bayard 
Winthrop, deceased, of the first part, 

John Still Winthrop and Harriet 
his wife, Francis B. Winthrop and 
Elizabeth his wife, Charles W. Tay- 
lor and Cornelia his wife, William 
H. Winthrop and Margaret Ann 
his wife, John M. Aspinwall and 
Charlotte Ann his wife, Thomas 
Parkin and Mary Jane his wife (which 
John Still Winthrop, Francis 
Bayard Winthrop, William Henry- 
Winthrop, Cornelia the wife of 
Charles W. Taylor, Charlotte 
Ann, the wife of John M. Aspinwall, 
Mary Jane, the wife of Thomas Par- 
kin and one Thomas Charles Win- 
throp are the only children, heirs and 
devisees of the said Francis Bayard 
Winthrop) of the second part 

Phcebe Winthrop, widow of the said 
Francis Bayard Winthrop, of the 
third part. 

John L. Lawrence and John C. Ham- 
ilton, Trustees of the said Charlotte 
Ann Aspinwall under a certain deed 
dated Apl. 27, 1827, between John 
Van Beuren of the first part and the 
said John L. Lawrence and John 
C. Hamilton of the second part, the 
said Charlotte Ann Aspinwall of 
the third part and the said John Myer 
Aspinwall of the fourth part recorded 
in Liber 220 of Cons. p. 27 which said 
John L. Lawrence and John C. 
Hamilton join herein at the request 
and by the appointment of the said 
Charlotte Ann testified by her being 
a party to and executing these presents, 
of the fourth part. 

And The President, Directors and 
Company of the Bank of America, 
of the fifth part. 



I?e^d, H^arranty and 
Full Covenants^ 

By John Still Winthrop, 
Francis B. Winthrop, 
Charles W. Taylor, 
William H. Winthrop 
and Thomas Parkin, 
and Cov't v. Grant- 
or's Acts, by John M. 
Aspinwall. 



> 



Dated Mar. 17, 1831. 
Ack'd Mar. 18, 183 1. 

" Mar. 31, 1831. 

" Mar. 24, 1 83 1. 
Proved " 24, 1831. 
Ack'd April 2, 1831. 

« April 8,1831. 

" June 6, 1 83 1. 

" June 17, 1831. 
Rec'd June 21, 1831. 
Lib. 274, p. 519. 
Original in possession 
of Bank. 

Cons. $70,000. 
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Recites, the will of Francis Bayard Winthrop and 
the power of sale therein contained and that Phebe 
Winthrop has so far refused to take on herself the 
administration of said will, and that it has been found 
expedient to sell the house and lot at the corner of 
Wall and William streets and invest so much of the 
proceeds as may be necessary to provide for the pay- 
ment of the annuity to Phebe Winthrop bequeathed 
to her by said will, and al^o to sell the said mansion 
house out-houses and land with the appurtenances 
devised to the said Phebe Winthrop and invest the 
proceeds thereof for her use during her life time, and 
that she has agreed to accept the interest at 6% on 
$56,000, (part of the purchase money) during her 
life time in lieu of her interest in the said mansion 
house and premises and of the said annuity, said sum 
of $56,000, to be secured by bond and mortgage of 
the parties of the fifth part covering the premises 
hereby conveyed payable at her death with interest 
in the meantime at the rate of 6%. 

Parties of the first, second, third and fourth parts 
convey to the parties of the fifth part their successors 
and assigns : All those two certain messuages and 
lots of ground known as Nos. 29 and 31 Wall street, 
one of them situate at the corner of Wall and William 
streets, now occupied by the said parties of the fifth 
part and the other of them next westerly and adjoin- 
ing thereto including the lot now distinguished as No. 
45 William street appertaining to said lot No. 29 knd 
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lying in the rear of lots Nos. 27, 29 and 31 Wall 
street, the whole of said premises being in the First 
Ward of the City of New- York and together bounded 
as follows : Beginning at the southeasterly corner of 
said lot No, 3 1 Wall street at the intersection of Wall 
and William streets aforesaid thence running west- 
erly along the northerly line of Wall street, 50 feet 
to the building and lot now owned by the Globe In- 
surance Company, thence northerly along the lot of 
the said Globe Insurance Company 74 feet, thence 
westerly along the rear of said lot 25 feet to the lot 
now or lately owned by the Merchants' Bank, thence 
northerly along that lot 24 feet 1 1 inches, thence east- 
erly also along the property of the Merchants' Bank 
75 feet to the westerly line of William street, thence 
southerly along the westerly line of William street 99 
feet 2 inches to the aforesaid corner and place of be- 
ginning be the said dimensions more or less as by 
the diagram or map thereof hereto annexed may more 
fully appear. 

Subject to existing leases and any rights as to 
party walls. 



13 
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The following is a copy of the map annexed to 
this deed and referred to therein. 



\ 



New-York, 22d February, 1831. 

Surv«y«d by 

W. B. DOUGHTY, 

City Surveyor. 
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Thomas Charles Win 
THROP, Merchant, one 
of the children, heirs at 
law and devisees of Fran- 
cis Bayard Winthrop, 
deceased,andGEORGiANNA 



:\ 



Deed, Cov' ts of seisitiy 
quiet enjoyment agst. 
incumbrances and agst. 
grantor^ s acts. 

Dated May 27, 1831. 



M.hiswifeofthefirstpart ^clc'd June 9, 1831 



and 

Thomas Parkin, Trustee as 
hereinafter mentioned of 
the second part 

to 

The President, Directors 
and Company of the Bank 
OF America, of the third 
part. 



Rec'd June 21, 1831. 

Lib. 274 p. 528. Orig- 
inal in possession of 
Bank: 

Cons. Interest of par- 
ties of the first and 
second parts in $70,- 
000, (the entire pur- 
chase price) and $1. 



/ 



Contains substantially the same recitals as the 
deed last noted and refers thereto. 

Recites, also the conveyance by Thomas Charles 
Winthrop above noted, recorded in 219 of Cons, at 
page 535 and the appointment of Thomas Parkin as 
Trustee under said conveyance in the place of John 
Hone, Jr. 

Parties of the first and second parts convey to the 
parties of the third part all their estate, right, title 
and interest in and to the premises conveyed by the 
deed last noted describing them as in said deed. 

Subject to existing leases and rights as to party 
walls. 
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Philo L. Mills, Trustee of \ 
Georgianna, wife of I 

Thomas C. Winthrop, I ReUase of Mortgaged 
duly appointed by ^^iPremtses. 
Courtof Chancery of the ^^^^ j^ ^^ ^g 
State of New- York, \ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^g^ ^ 

^^ 1 Rec'd June 21, 183 1. 

I Lib. 274, p. 533. Ori- 
The President, Directors I ^j^^, j,^ possession of 
andCoMPANYoftheBANK g^^,^ Cons. $10. 
. OF America. / 



Releases, all the right, title &c. of the party of 
the first part as such trustee, under the above noted 
mortgage recorded in 96 of Mortgages at p. 376 and 
the assignment thereof above noted, to the undivided 
seventh part of the said Thomas C. Winthrop of and 
in the premises described in said mortgage. 

Greorgianna Maria Winthrop by an instrument 
dated May 27, 1831 and recorded on June 21, 1831 
in 274 of Cons, at p. 534 ratifies the execution of the 
above release by Philo L. Mills and appoints the 
same to be executed and delivered by him. 

Phebe Winthrop died on Aug. 20, 1841. 

The purchase money mortgage executed by the 
Bank of America and above referred to is recorded 
in 147 of Mortgages at page 130 and was paid off on 
Aug. 30, 1 84 1. 
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About the year 1835, William street was widened, 
and that portion of the premises conveyed to the 
President, Directors, and Company of the Bank of 
America which is shown on the diagram below and 
marked A thereon was taken into the street. See a 
survey made by Joseph F. Bridges, July loth, 1835, 
and contained in a book in the Comptroller's office, 
entitled, " Damage and Benefit Maps for the widen- 
ing of William Street, from Maiden Lane to Ex- 
change Place." 
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The present Bank of America is an association 
formed under the General Banking Act (Laws of 
1838 Ch. 260. 2 R. S. 7th Ed. p. 1 401), providing 
that any number of persons may associate to estab- 
lish offices of discount, deposit and circulation upon 
the terms and conditions and subject to the liabilities 
prescribed in said act and the acts amendatory 
thereof 

Section 24 of said act provides that it shall be law- 
ful for such an association to purchase, hold and 
convey such real estate as shall be necessary for its 
immediate accommodation in the convenient transac- 
tion of business and that all conveyances of real 
estate shall be made to the President or such other 
officer as shall be indicated for that purpose in the 
articles of association ; and which President or officer 
and his successors from time to time may sell, assign 
and convey the same, free from any claim thereon, 
against any of the shareholders, or any person claim- 
ing under them. 

The Certificate of Association of the Bank of 
America was recorded in the office of the Clerk of 
the City and County of New- York on Dec. 27, 1852. 
This certificate declares the name of the association to 
be ''The Bank of America" the amount of capital stock 
to be $2,000,000, and the time at which its existence 
shall terminate, Jan. i, 1953. 
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The President, Directors I Deed, Bargain &Sale. 
and Company of the Bank ; 

OF America, ^ Dated Dec. 30, 1852. 

Ack'd Dec. 31, 1852. 



to 



Rec'd Jan. 15, 1853. 



George Newbold, PresiA Lib- 621, p. 665. Orig- 
dent of The Bank of I inal in possession of 
America. | Bank. 

Cons. $220,000. 



Conveys to the party of the second part his suc- 
cessors and assigns, all that lot &c. of land with the 
Banking House and other improvements thereon 
situate on the northwesterly corner of Wall and Will- 
iam streets in Ihe First Ward of the City of New- 
York bounded as follows: Southerly in front on 
Wall street 44 feet, 1 1 inches more or less, easterly 
on one side by William street, 80 feet more or less, 
northerly in the rear by ground of David Selden on 
a line parallel with Wall street, 58 feet more or less; 
the line then running northerly at right angles to 
the last mentioned line or nearly so 4 feet 3 inches 
more or less, thence westerly parallel with Wall 
street or nearly so 10 feet more or less ; thence 
southerly at right angles or nearly so to Wall street 
10 feet more or less, thence easterly parallel with 
Wall street or nearly so 25 feet more or less ; thence 
southerly along the Banking House of the Bank of 
North America, 74 feet 2 inches more or less to the 
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northerly side of Wall street being the same premises 
now used and occupied by the said parties of the first 
part for their Banking Establishment and being the 
same premises conveyed to the parties of the first 
part by deed above noted recorded in 274 of Cons, 
p. 519, after deducting therefrom such portion thereof 
as has heretofore been taken therefrom for the widen- 
ing of William street, and such other portion thereof 
as has been conveyed by the said parties of the first 
part to Peter Crary and John S. Crary by deed 
dated May i, 1835 and recorded in Lib. 340 of Cons, 
at p. 149. 

In the possession of the Bank is an opinion by 
Greene C. Bronson, dated Nov. 26, 1852 as to the 
manner of fixing the price for which the real estate 
shall be transferred from the old corporation to the 
new and also an opinion by George W. Strong, 
dated Nov. 29, 1852 as to the mode in which a valid 
title to the Banking House may be vested in the new 
corporation. 
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APPENDIX. 

The Memorial of March, i8ii. 

To the Honorable the Legislature of the State of New-York^ in 
Senate and Assembly convened. 

The Memorial of the Subscribers, Inhabitants of the City of 
New- York, respectfully sheweth : 

That your memorialists are desirous of forming an association 
for the purpose of establishing and conducting a Bank in a manner 
that will prove serviceable to the public interests of the State, 
whilst it promotes the commercial, agricultural, and mechanical 
interests of its citizens. ' 

The General Government deeming the power of granting char- 
ters to Banking Institutions to be vested exclusively in the State 
Legislatures have refused to renew the charter of the late Bank of 
the United States. 

Your memorialists are deeply impressed with a consideration of 
the importance of retaining within this State the capital employed 
by the branch established in this city and cannot dwell but with 
the most lively interest on the great and singular advantages to be 
derived from the augmentation of such exterior capital in this city 
and which must necessarily result from an adoption of the measure 
they now respectfully submit. 

Aware of the jealousy of the neighbouring states 
increasing greatness and superior prosperity of this, your Mem 
think it proper to suggest to your Honorable Body that grea 
will be made in one or more of those States to draw off and c 
in their MetropoHs the specie capital so long and so beneficiall 
in this, by the incorporation of Banking Companies calculated t 
principal part of the capital of the late Bank of the Unit 
an early interposition therefore of this State the benefits resulting 
a monied interest may be retained and forever secured, — a 
otherwise will be withdrawn from us and probably thrown into th 
of another State, increasing its resources to the impoverishment of 
becomes therefore in the opinion of your Memorialists a matter of 
the Laws of this State an institution in 

United States 
New- York 19 March 181 1 

14 
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Willet Coles, distiller. 

S. Gould, bookseller. 

Robert Bowne, merchant. 

John T. Thompson, merchant. 

Robert H. Bowne, merchant 

Thomas Eddy. 

Henry Post, Jr. 

George Griswold, merchant. 

Angus. W. Lawrence. 

Peter Remsen, merchant. 

James Lovett, merchant. 

E. Leavenworth. 

W. W. RusseU. 

Jacob Barker, merchant. 

George Newbold, merchant. 

William Clapp. 

Thomas C. Butler, merchant. 

Benjamin Strong, merchant. 

Preserved Fish, merchant. 

Joseph Grinnell. 

Thomas Buckley, merchant. 

Abm. Barker, merchant. 

Reuben Crump, merchant. 

John L. Bowne, merchant. 

Haggerty & Austin, merchants. 

Richards, Upston & Co., mer. 

Laverty & Gantley, merchants. 

Higginson, Dodge & Co. 

Isaac F. Roe, wines and liquors. 

Thomas R. Smith, merchant. 

Angus. C. Van Home, merchant. 

H. K. Toler & Co., merchants. 

Charles C. Pearsall, merchant. 

S. S. SeUey. 

James & Leon Bleecker, stock 

and exchange brokers. 
James Cummings, merchant. 
Richard M. Bowne, druggist. 
Stephen Whitney, merchant. 
WiUiam Shotwell, brdcer. 
Henry Ward, broker. 
Henry Seguine. 
John J. Robinson, merchant. 
David Adee. 

Daniel Bache, merchant tailor. 
Kelly & Morrison. 
John Radcliff. 
Prior & Dunning, stationers. 
Calvin Baker, merchant. 



James B. Paterson, saddler. 

Richard I. Tucker, merchant. 

John Forsyth, merchant tailor. 

Eben Watson. 

Corns. Van Clief. 

John Heflfeman, merchant. 

Thomas Heam. 

Woodward & Craig, merchants. 

Jackson & Whitehorne. 

Ely, Chapman & Co. 

Atkin, Strong & Co. 

Chapman & Hix. 

Ely & Shonnard. 

Selali Strong & Son, merchants. 

William W. Fox, merchant. 

Thomas Lord. 

Henry Whitney. 

Robert C. Cornell, merchant. 

Watkinson, Hall & Barton. 

Ripley, Centre & Co., merchants. 

Hoyt & Tom. 

Jones & Magrath, merchants. 

Nath'l L. Griswold, merchant. 

Jacob Wood, grocer. 

Hall, Hull & Co. 

Josiah Sturges, merchant. 

Warren Rogers, flour merchant. 

Benjamin Huston, merchant. 

A. L. Underbill, merchant. 

Thomas S. Byrnes, merchant. 

John Drake, merchant. 

John Green, ferryman. 

Robert Carter. 

J. H. Jackson. 

James F. Talman. 

Willet Robbins, flour. 

Strong & Havens, merchants. 

Peter Mesier, flour merchant. 

Ebenezer Irving. 

Nath*l Paulding, wine merchant. 

John Rathbone. 

Kimberly, Brace & Co., liier. 

Stephen Hathaway, Jr., mer. 

Humphrey & Whitney, mer. 

Benjamin Bailey, merchant. 

William Lovett, merchant. 

E. & H. Averill & Co. 

Clark & Hull. 

Neheh Allen & Son, merchants. 



Digitized by 



Google 



lo; 



George Gibbs, merchant. 
Strone Stiirges, inspector of flour. 
Jame^ Mintum, merchant. 
John F. Delaplaine & Co., com. 

merchants. 
N. & D. Talcott, merchants. 
Jeremiah Brower. 
Joseph Otis. 

Levi Hubbelly merchant. 
John P. Schermerhom, ship 

chandler. 
Smith & Coddington, grocers. 
John Bloodgood. 
John Coit. 
John Rathbone, Jr. 
Marx & Linsley, merchants. 
Thomas Irwin, merchant. 
Jacob Chnch, merchant. 
Walsh & Gallagher, merchants. 
Taylor & Wmthrop. 
George P. Shipman. 
George W. Talbot & Co., mer. 
Robert Pearsall, merchant. 
Isaac Collins, Jr., bookseller. 
Caleb Horton, grocer. 
J. & C. Van Clief. 
Abraham S. Hallett, merchant. 
Thomas Bloodgood, store. 
Thomas H. Smith & Son, mer. 
John H. Bostwick. 
Isaac Pierson, merchant. 
Storm & Taylor. 
David Cargill. 
Benjamin Mead, merchant. 
Jeremiah Manning, merchant. 
Nicholas V. Antwerp. 
EHsha Tebbets, merchant. 
Thomas S. Townsend. 
S. & M. Young, cabinet-makers. 
Edward H. Nicoll, merchant. 
Edmund Smith, merchant. 
A. Voorhees, merchant. 
John V. B. Varick, merchant. 
Daniel Smith, merchant. 
Isaac Heyer, merchant. 
J. H. Bailey, merchant. 
Simon Schermerhom. 
Ferdinand Suydam, merchant. 
Theop. Marselis, merchant. 



George Sharpe, 
William Ingland, Jr. 
Samuel Dodge, carpenter. 
James Bailey, merchant. 
Joseph C. Cooper, attorney. 
Samuel Gilford, Jr., merchant. 
Giles M. Whitney, merchant. 
Jacob Bradford, merchant. 
Samuel Cooper, inspector pot ash . 
Robert M. Russell, tailor. 
J. Allen, grocer. 
Henry Cotheal, merchant. 
Van Winkle & Van Antwerp, 

dry goods. 
Francis H. Nicoll. 
William W. Haff. 
Peter Dumont. 
Tunis Quick, china, etc. 
Peter I. Nevins, grocer. 
Daniel Rapelye, merchant. 
Morris Patterson. 
William A. Moore. 
John Manley, merchant. 
John Campbell. 
Eneas Smith. 
George Gardner, grocer. 
David P. Boyd & Co., mer. 
Jacob Coutant, grocer. 
Magee Ayres. 
John Penfold, druggist. 
John Johnson & Son, grocers. 
Thomas D. Moore, china store. 
Augustus Wynkoop. 
J. Rapelye, merchant. 
John F. Suydam, grocer. 
Clement C. Clarke. 
Michael Bumham, printer. 
Jacob Housman, merchant. 
George H. Stanton. 
Jeromus Johnson, merchant. 
Thomas S. Walsh, merchant. 
R. Clawson. 

Samuel Lockman, grocer. 
Caleb Hopkins, merchant. 
N. Van Brunt, merchant. 
Smith & Loomis. 
Joseph Lloyd, merchant. 
Daniel Remsen, merchant. 
Samuel S. Smith. 
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Phoenix Alsop. 
James Sterling, printer. 
David Bethiune & Co., mer. 
Suydam & Wilson, merchants. 
Daniel Smith, merchant. 
Simon Stebbins^ merchant. 
Lebbens Loomis, merchant. 
Collin Reed, merchant. 
William Hartshorn. 
Albert Ogden & Co., merchants. 
John Graham & Co., merchants. 
John H. Rowland, merchant. 
William Henderson, merchant. 
Major & Gillespie, merchants. 
Henry Ten Brook, merchant. 
James Johnston, merchant. 
Mordecai, Lewis & Co. 
William King, carpenter. 
Garrit W. Van Wagenen. 
Boonen Graves, merchant. 
Isaac Rose, druggist. 
Amasa Jackson. 
Joshua Underbill, merchant. 
Prime & Ward, com. brokers. 
Wm. & Geo. R. A. Rickets, mer. 
Philetus Havens, merchant. 
Abraham R. Brasher, ship-master. 
Abraham Reynolds, broker. 
John Delafield, stock & exchange 

broker. 
Sylvanus F. Jenkins, merchant. 
John Hutchinson. 
Jacob & John Walden. 
Stollenwerck & Bros., jewelers. 
Palmer & Hamilton. 
Ralph Bulklay. 
D. R. Lambert. 
Jacob Levy, Jr. 
Brodie & McKean. 
Meigs & Talcott. 
P. W. Livingston, merchant. 
Hugh Maxwell, attorney. 
Richard Black, ship-master. 
Leonard Fisher, surgeon and 

dentist. 
Samuel Whitemore, merchant. 
Henry Pope. 
William Sterling. 
Joseph Cornell, hardware. 



Samuel Jarvis, tailor. 
Robert M. Steel, ship-master. 
Gulian C. Ver Planck, attorney. 
John Grozart, merchant. 
Levi Coit, merchant. 
Gilbert Aspinwall, merchant. 
Taylor & Hamilton. 
Vandewater & Wheeler, mer. 
Perit & Lathrop, merchants. 
Matthew L. Davis, merchant. 
Anderson & Cairns. 
Sam'l I. Beebee, produce broker. 
N. & W. Starr, com. merchants. 
Bogert & Kneeland, merchants. 
Philip Grim, merchant. 
Samuel Milligan. 
Cornelius R. Duffie. 
Robert A. M'Kineo. 
Joshua Jones & Son, merchants. 
J. H. Lawrence, merchant. 
Robert Ogilvie. 
John Flack. 
J. Woodham, captain. 
Thomas H. Vail. 
William Mclntire, ship chandler. 
D. Wotherspoon. 
.William Hill, merchant. 
Allen Shepherd, merchant. 
Goodhue & Smitt. 
Robert Curtis, salesman, etc. 
John Hone, merchant. 
George Wilson, attorney. 
Rapelye, Clarke & Co. 
George Carville & Son. 
Abraham Valentine. 
Harison & Lewis. 
John G. Cooke, merchant. 
Epenetus Smith, tailor. 
James R. Smith, merchant. 
Amos Butler, printer. 
A. & G. Smedes. 
J. Reed, mariner. 
Robert S. Newby, merchant. 
Benjamin S. Judah. 
Bradhurst & Field, druggists. 
Edward Dudley, merchant. 
James Gillender. 
LefFert LefFerts, merchant. 
L. C. & T. Hamersley, mer. 
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Morris & Wisner, merchants. 
Benjamin Smith. 
Robert S. Robertson. 
John A. Robertson, merchant. 
Peter Hattrick, merchant. 
E. Dunscomb, late sheriff. 
Robert Thomson, merchant. 
Samuel Bleecker, measurer. 
Samuel Stillwell, mariner. 
John Kane. 

Benj. G. Mintum, merchant. 
Edward Smith, hatter. 
Isaac S. Smith, hatter. 
D. H. Doyle, grocer. 
John Dillon. 
J. Sheldon, boatman. 
R Sheehy. 
P. D. Goverts. 
Joseph Bender. 
John Ming, pilot. 
William Vibbert, ship-master. 
Robert Brown, ship-master. 
William L. Mott, merchant. 
John J. Cromwell, blockmaker. 
John Stevenson. 
William A. Stewart, merchant. 
Charles W. Wooster, harbor-mas- 
ter. 
Thomas Browne, porterhouse. 
Peter Sawyer, branch pilot. 
Thomas Williams, pilot. 
Abraham Bogart, mason. 
Robert G. Wilson. 
William Brown, grocer. 
James H. Brown. 
Horace Vibbert. 
Elisha Vibbert. 
Benjamin Church. 
William H. Smith, ship-master. 
John Collins. 

John Chapman, lock-maker. 
James Colvin. 
William Sibell. 
Thomas Crygier. 
Israel Navarro, pilot. 



James R. Cooley. 

B. Roff, Jr. 

James D. Clew. 

Henry Morgan. 

Nevingson Greenard, ship-joiner. 

William P. Jones. 

Samuel G. Bailey, mariner. 

Alex. Thomson, grocer. 

Sol. H. Havens. 

Ames Semler. 

David D. Desbrew. 

Timothy B. Carr. 

James S. Todd, Jr. 

Dennis L. Lendy. 

Zacharius Mole. 

William Culver. 

Thomas Barry. 

William Cahoone. 

Charles Richard. 

Peter Morison, grocer. ^ 

Robert Robinson, laborer. 

William Shaw, merchant. 

Hill & Smith. 

Francis AUyn. 

W. & G. Wickham. 

David Wylie, merchant. 

John Marston & Co., merchants. 

Markoe & Masters, merchants. 

Marquand, Harriman & Co. 

David G. Hubbard, merchant 

Daniel Jepson, merchant. 

S. Burritt, attorney. 

William Miller. 

William S. Chapman, merchant. 

Pratt & Brewster. 

Daniel W. Coit, merchant. 

L. D. Cannon. 

George Scott, cotton factory. 

Daniel Penfield. 

William Osbom, merchant. 

William W. Todd, merchant. 

N. Beeckman. 

John B. Lawrence, druggist 

Henry H. Schieffelin, attorney. 
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